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PREFACE

Tuis grammar has been prepared with three objectives in
view. Pirst, while covering in an up-to-date manner the
ground common to all English grammars, it is designed
particularly to meet the needs of the jforeign student of
English. So, for example, the tenses of the verb, the use of
prepositions and ‘phrasal verbs’, the articles, and word order
are dealt with in considerable detail, many examples are
given of the commonest sentence patterns in English; and
there are tables showing the uses of the determinative words
—all frequent sources of difficulty to the foreign student.

Secondly, it is intended to be really comprehensive, in
that it will, as far as possible, provide an answer to any
grammatical problem the student of English is likely to en-
counter. Brief accounts of the history of the language and
of the phonetics and intonation of English have been 'in-
cluded also, since these matters—although not strictly
‘grammar’—are bound to be of interest and importance to
most students of the language.

Lastly, it 1s meant to be a pracfical grammar, one that is
suitable both for work in class and for students working on
their own; so it i1s provided with a very full index and with
plenty of exercises.!

Although this grammar has not been directed at any
particular examination, the needs of examination candidates
have been borne in mind, and it should give ample material
to prepare students for the English language papers set in
any of the usual examinations.

Our thanks are due to Mr. H. W. Acomb, M.A., and to
Mr. S. C. White, M.A., for their assistance in the preparation
of the exercises and the Key.

C. B E:
J. M. E.

! A Key to the Exercises is published separately.
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INTRODUCTION

Most of the earlier grammarians, particularly those of the
eighteenth century when the English language was being
‘systematized’, held the view that one of their functions,
perhaps their main function, was to keep the language ‘pure’,
to stamp out errors that were constantly creeping in and to
formulate rules that would keep the language on the course
they believed it ought to take. The rules were based on Latin
syntax, and it was into this Procrustean bed that the gram-
marians tried to fit the English language, largely disregarding
the fact that English was no longer, as it once had been, a
highly inflected language. In fact, in the whole of modern
English there are really only two major inflections' and four
or five minor ones?, for the English language has changed in
the 1,500 years that it has been in England from being a
synthetic to an analytic one in which inflection has been
practically entirely replaced by two other phenomena:
(1) Structural words (like from, in, shall, may, ought, eic.), and
(2) Word Order.

The grammarian of to-day no longer believes that he should
attempt the impossible task of ‘controlling’ the language and
directing the course that he thinks it ought to take; he realizes
that English is a living language, constantly changing and
developing in accordance not with man's laws but with its
own genius. Nor does he think that the function of a grammar
book is to lay down laws to teach people how they ought to
speak and write. His task is simply to state how, so far as he
can judge, certain people do speak and wnte at the present
time. The grammar ol a language is the scientific record of the
actual phenomena of that language, written and spoken. So,
in the present volume we have tried to present the facts of
modern English usage so far as we could ascertain them; any

' For Number in Nouns and Past Tense in Verbs.

! For Genitive of Nouns, Objective forms of Pronouns, Comparison
of some Adjectives, 3rd Person Singular in the Simple Present Tense
of some Verbs, and a few remnants of the Subjunctive Mood.
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8 A Comprehensive English Grammar

‘rules’ that we have given are merely c:}nciusin:tns_drav.?l im;n
these facts. If at any tine a rule does not l:i:'.!llll‘:‘.d-.‘.'. with t EE'
usage, it is the rule that is wreng, and it will be the job o
future grammarians to change it. 2

EXERCISES

3 experience in learning English, try to
: Exr;lfjn}rmtlt;x?rw?mpnﬁ'tant you consider the study of
grammar to be in learning a foreign language.

consider that the study of grammar'is more

i E:;Et:nt or less im t in learming EngInEl than

it is in learning your own native Janguage? Give
reasons for your answer. :

I ' e one:
The Introduction to this book says, on Pag
- ‘English has changed from a synthetic language to E
analytic one’. Compare this with what has Eﬁ .
' ur own language and say whether you '
:;l;la.}r:?ge has made aEEnglish casier or more dxfﬁcult for
the foreign student to learn. -
IV In \'uurgupi ion, does the abaudumner}t uir he:l_mf in
ammatical rules tend towards a deterioration in the

style and quality of a language as it is,used In every- .

day life?

CHAPTER ONXNE

THE PARTS OF SPEECH

The words that compose the English language—or any other
language—can be classified in various ways. Much time and
effort has been spent in trying to settle what names should be
given to these categories. It seems to us that there is little point
in giving anything but the most general definitions of the Parts
of Speech, in the first place because it is almost impossible to
give a definition which is exact and comprehensive, or with
which every grammarian would agree; secondly because it is
hardly necessary, since the conception of ‘Noun’, “Verb’, etc.,
will almost certainly be familiar to the student in his own
language. It seems to us more important that the student
should be given examples of the various Parts of Speech and
should see, as he will in the pages that follow, exactly how
these words behave. We have therefore adhered, in the main,
to the traditional,! most familiar definitions. Under this system
all the words in the English language can be grouped, according
to the work they do, into eight classes. These arc the Parls of
Speech.
They are:

Words that are the names of things or people or places, e.g.

house, hat, iron, Mary, Russia, London, sweelness, speech,” .. -

crowd, army.

Wnr-p‘s that do this work are caﬂed

Words that can be used instead of nouns, so that we can
er to people or things without really naming them and being
compelled to repeat the names too frequently, e.g.

! Professor C, C. Fries, the former Director of the English Lan_gua.gf:
Institute of the University of Michigan and perhaps the most icono-
clastic of modern grammarians, writes:

‘On the whole, I believe it will be found that most of the traditional
terms, though often badly named, correspond to real facts and
distinctions in the linguistic material. It may reasonably be doubted
whether a serviceable grammar which dispenses entirely with such
terms as noun and verb will ever be written, . . . To my mind it isnot
so much the traditional terms that are unacceptable as the explana-
tions of them which are normally given.'

3
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4 A Comprehensive English Grammar

I, you, them, who, that, himself, someone.

W that do this are called
Words that qualify a noun by making its meaning
clearer, fuller, or more exact. Examples:

a bad egg, a blue dress, the book is new.

Words that do this are called{ADJECTIVES b .+ &

There are a number of words of variots types that are
sometimes grouped as adjectives, words, for example, like
a(n), the, some, each, no, much, etc. These are discussed in the
section Determinatives, (Chapter Ten.)

Words that express the idea of action or being, that
a that a person or thing is, does or suffers something.
Examples:

The boys played football.

He #s hungry.

The enemy was defealed.

Words of this kind are called{yERss)

Words that we can add to a verb to make its meaning
clearer, fuller or more exact. Examples:

He ran guickly. 1 saw him yesterday.
Words like these a:

Words that are used with nouns or pronouns (generally,
but not always, being placed in front of them) and show+the
relationship between the noun or pronoun and another word,
often expressing abstract relationship of case or of time or
place. Examples:

I sent the parcel fo him; it went by air mail. The smoke went
up the chimney. The desk was near the window.
Words that do work like this are[PREPOSITIONS)
Words that are used to join words, phrases or
sentences. Examples:
Jack and Jill; a boy with a dirty face buf a pleasant smile.
He worked hard because he wanted to succeed.

Words like this a:re 4 ”
Wurds that express a sudden feeling or emotior

These words do not enter into the syntactica_l__funstructiun of
the sentence. Examples: : -

Alas | Tl peor child

The Parts of Specch Dﬂ'm” 5,6 .'F

is hermeless.__, ¢ i
Hello! Oh! Ah! 3 fasking o5 Sovvew

Words like these are Zl ! { d{\it WT’"’H G'\-bwkt
. \ cask »

._,.-ﬂ’ It 1s most important to remember that words are classified

into parts of speech according to their function, that is
according to the work that they do and not according to their
form. There are in fact a great many words that can be two,
three or even more parts of speech according to the work they
do. Take for example these sentences.
«(1} He came by a very fast train.
<2} William ran very fast.
43} They are going tu?_ﬁf for three days; during that time
they won't eat anything.
~{4} At the end of his three day fast he will have a very
light meal. W

In (1) fast is an adjective, in (2) it is an adverb, in (3) a verb,
and in (4) a noun.
Or note the differing uses of wafch in:

My father gave me a waich for my birthday.
[ am going to waich a football match.
Rex is a good walch dog.

Or of spring in:
The spring of my watch i1s broken.

The dog tried to spring over the gate
I love spring flowers.

Words like drink, look, smoke, wash, swim, drive, try are alb
generally used as verbs, but, especially in familiar conversa-
tion, we put ‘have a’ before them (‘have a drink, look, try,
etc.’), and they become nouns. Words like showlder, head,
finger, eye, elbow, hand, etc., are generally nouns; but we can
‘shoulder our way’, ‘head a football or a procession’, ‘finger an
object’, ‘eye a person’, ‘elbow someone else aside’ or ‘hand him
a cup of tea’. And then these words are all verbs.

EXERCISES
I Use the following words as (a) nouns, and (b) verbs:

E."»P'r'l?..rﬂ.ﬂ house, iron, crowd, tic, smoke, dress, air, book, step.

L e .j- k_'__h_._.l'\_--i I"l-ﬂ ..-"'I.*:.-Jri .:l:lllﬂ

herray - ﬁur‘rﬂf‘w ., = jibilatier

follow us on facebook: facebook.com/CSSTimes T 2.:-:‘_.....; i i 3
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6 A Comprehensive English Grammar

II Use the following as (a) nouns, and (b) verbs, and

indicate the change in pronunciation:
object, present, record, Pproduce, conflict, conduct,
desert, contest, permil.

Add to the list of such words.

II1 Substitute pronouns for the nouns and noun phrases
underlined in the following sentences, which are
impossible or inelegant as they stand:

' 1. John looked at Mary, but Mary was looking
_ at Mary in the looking-glass. _
| 2, If you don't want the paper, give it to a person
who does.
| 3. The speaker looked his questioner in the eye;
| then the speaker gave his questioner his
answer,
| 4. Oxford (Oxford is famous for its university)
is now becoming industrialized,
IV(a) Insert suitable adjectives where the dashes stand:
1. We didn't see each other again for a —— time.

2. In spite of his —— strength he was to
swim across the —— river, as the current was
00 —.
| 3. The car turned the corner at speed.
4. The cat lay sleeping in the sunshine.
5. The door 1s but the windows are

IV(b) Insert suitable adverbs where the gashes stand: |

1. It was getting dark when we began to
| climb the rising incline.
| 2. The men were not awake.
3. He was accused of the crime and
| | acquitted.
. 4. I —— have eggs and bacon for breakfast, but
| - —— 1 take fish,
5. Have you —— been to the Zoo? Yes, I —— go
| there.

| V Name the parts of speech of the words underlined in

| | the following sentences:
1. It's hard work, but I know you can work hard.

2. He's dead keen to get on, but now that his best
{riend is dead, he is finding life deadly mono-
tonous. Monotony is nearly always deadly.

3. He struck low. Climb high. The Howers look
nice. Cut the slices thin.

Lhe Parts ﬂf Eﬁr'[';‘fi‘

V1 Alake sentences using each of the following words as
two different parts of speech (not necessarilv in the
same sentence); and say what parts of speech thev are:

August (august); alternate; wnule; 1uvalid; absent:
Sfrequent.

[-V.B.—Mark where the stress falls in each example.] -

VII Pick out the verbs in this passage and classify them
as expressing (i) action, (ii) a state.
John was late. He hurried down to breakfast,
said something to his father, which the latter did
not seem to understand, glanced at the clock, got
ceven more worried and rushed out of the house. He
doubted whether he would ever become manager,
for he had been reprimanded too often for not being
punctual,

VIII Pick out four prepositions and three conjunctions
from the passage in question VII,

IX Replace the dashes by suitable interjections or ex-

clamations:

(a) . 1 did not succeed! (b) . where have you
been all this time? (¢) no, I really couldn't! (d)
—— there's a car coming! (e) ——, 1 knew that would
happen!

X Arrange the words in the following passage in columns
according to the parts of speech which they are:

‘It must not be imagined that a walking tour, as
some would have us fancy, is merely a better or
worse way of seeing the country, There are many
ways of seeing landscape quite as good: and none
more vivid, in spite of canting dilettantes, than from
a rallway train. But landscape on a walking tour is
quite accessory. He who is indeed of the brotherhood
does not voyage in quest of the picturesque, but of
certain jolly humours—of the hope and spirit with
which the march begins at morning, and the peace
and spiritual repletion of the evening's rest. . . .’

Robert Louis Stevenson, Walking Tours.

XI Explain, and illustrate in sentences, two senses in

which the following wurds can be used. Name the
part of speech of each:

(1) sound. (2) oil. (3) master. (4) clear. (5) speed.

(6) water. (7) deal. (8) butter. (9) ring. (10) police.

XII Define the functions of the eight parts of speech and

give two examples of each with words not already

used in chapter 1,

1
1 |]. follow us on facebook: facebook.com/CSSTimes
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CHAPTER TWO

UBJECTS AND JUBJECTS

A Simple sentence? is one that contains@ finite? verb)and only
one finite verb). It does one of four things:

«(1) makes a statement;
ks a question;
:{{g :\rﬂs a‘}:ummand or makes a request;
«(4) makes an exclamation.
Examples:
Mr. Brown teaches this class. {."Statemcnﬂ
Do you understand me? (Question)
Open the door. (Command)
Please help me with my work. (Request) e
| o) :"r,J: ot Lot

1 7 ;0 parts, the SUBJECT
tence 15 com _usually, of two parts, :
ang tslf_: PREDICATE. Take, for example, the following sentences:

e boy hi it the boy.
The hit the dog. The dog bat ‘
The Z?r:{read the books. The books plgased the girl. , .,

We can divide them like this:

I =
The boy hit the dog.
The dn; bit the boy.
The girl read the books.
The books pleased the girl.

is a person (or thing) that we are
ta.llghngmabﬁ:li:. Pfhlr; ms;ﬁd lzyen.rI:E is what we say about this

* bject,
person or thing. Part X E;Ehis?hé word (or group of words)

5 tEn g 5 5 :
The subject of a 53:;1_ thing about which something ng_@f.

denoting the person - ;
‘Eﬂten?ﬁ and clauses)are dealt with Jy_}ly on pages| 318 to 355.
(¥ For finite and non-finite verbs ue(ﬁf_fﬁ:_. Satihart ot

T 8
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The Simple Sentence )

The predicate of a sentence is what is said about the subject.
Nouns or pronouns that are in the subject are inhe NOMINA-
VE Case
ome verbs (Transitive verbs, see p. 154) express an action
that passes over from the subject to someone or something else,
from the doer of the action to the receiver of the action. Thus,
for example, in the first sentence above, the action of hitting
over from the boy to the dog; in the second sentence the
action of biting from the dog to the boy. The receiver of these
actions is called the oBjJECT. The person or thing expressed by
the object stands in a relation to a ‘doer’ and an action. The
noun or pronoun that signifies this is in the osjrcrive case.!
So we could divide the sentences above like this:

SUBJECT PREDICATE
Verb © Obyect
The boy hit | the dog
The dog bit . the boy
The girl read »past | the books
The books pleased | the girl

Whether a noun is the subject or object of a sentence is
shown not by its form but by its position in the sentence.
There are some verbs that do not take an object, e.g.

The dog ran away. The boy cried. The girl lunghed.

Verbs that do not take an object are called{INTRANSITIVE]
Verbs. (See p. 154.)
{EXCARGEENTS) — =Bl 1

Phrases or words other than an object may accompany both
a transitive or an intransitive verb in a sentence. These

[ENLARGEMENTS|of the verb are of various types, eg.

~He walked siﬂwfy.

=The dog jumped through the window.
=They arrived on Christmas day. [TTNE)

‘ﬂ‘_he concept of case) corresponds to a difference of form only in
certain prunuunsﬂseu p. 98]

I_t
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10 A Comprehensive English Grammar
=My train was late because of the fog.

The Stple Sentence

: I
the case jp Such examples as- ;

- My work is nearly finished. [DEGREE) Today 7s. The plant sg
) b 14 ms. The ma _
~IHe is saving up io buy a bicycle. Somethi n became
RS Fa kf > nu:; ':“ = gurdaum " O;:l'nlgmust he _mhh:-d before these becﬂn:; : _
on Saturday.[TTTNE] TI > 1S my birthday. mtelligible, e.p.
15 ¢ plant seems doad
Similarly there may be enlargements of the noun or pronoun The man becasre wint.
forming the subject or the object. Thus the sentence: Ehe woids ¢ violently angry
A bright little boy with rosy cheeks put three metal-topped the verbs ,-:‘J;;;;f:fdgi dead, violently angry ar. lan
bottles of milk quietly on my doorstep before seven o'clock. Words or phrases are :;fi; € all intransitive . Erbsu .I.]E“s
could be analysed (i.e. broken up into its parts) like this: the verb; theybarc called ”i}f bl;{m meuﬁingletsi?
are verbs of ncoapr; €ros like 451 g,
between Complement an object ~HEDICATION. The differen:::
SUBJECT PREDICATE : ollowing
Subject | Enlargement v Enlargement | Object | Enlargeme:: The 1
. erb , —— OWers smell
t V word { :
et wasl'ﬁ’f bo L sl 4 N -Af:;din' e STEW pale fCUMFLruEHT} afﬁfﬂ} L
boy a bnight " put | quietly bottles | three, met. picment may be: s
little, with (Manner), topped, o 1 .
rosy cheeks on my door- milk «(I) a noun M S Exampl,
: step (Place), «{2) a pronoun It {ﬁ:':th 1S @ dentist
0 It::!ﬂt:k :E#J} an adver), The e i;stE; SOt
ime 5) a v awane,
(T1me) : gerund 'ﬂ'r Th? soldier, thﬂilgh wound
«06) a verb r H:mumﬂﬁmg‘ﬁ" ng. nded, con
3T T + 4 LT séem 0 !IIEF, -
THE: CD. lilE‘hT | | L6) o ;;:E:;twe} [ He fuughtmme_ 3 A
Many verbs express an idea intelligibly without an object o B & clanse e book is 420 parts. Psent packicipn

an extension, e.g. o) 2 Se That is 1. hal T
art J — Wwanl
The sun shines. Fishes swim. The baby is walking. Al Ry oot It

mortals die.

Even verbs that need an object to express their sense full:
are intelligible without the object, e.g.

| 3 . 5 = ] = L
The boy hit. The dog bit. . they occur with verhg? thyy  de f);#ea{
: _ . : . 5 an ;
The verbs Ait and bit leave us in no doubt about the action th'. a change of mmiig.l ekl incompleto |

3 be . . wredicat i
involved. are called Factitive ::;?:fﬂt verbs, (See p, n:r::.'r e

; - d o Enow Frawang -
IS annoying to he inh:rnlpted‘ ""*-—-._.;’:____
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; rords 10
take an object but ctill need some other ord or words
a -
complete the predicate, €.g.

.. ijﬁﬂ e
| Obyect | Complement
l. — X
. | hi | king.
. ham Kk _
%EY :S;iefi | the baby ill an:th:h
They' found the prisoner | guilty.
a4 | the bird  free
e her with terror.
e tﬁrimmndﬁu'}de me | what 11 am.
El?suw:rds prove him (to be) ::n;u; .
' ; him ad.
Tl-;ieh}::a;] e | his desk (t0 be)| tidy.

; o -
The commonest Verbs of incomplete predication af

his dreams caimne
ome, break (he broke loose), come Y
:ffeTféoﬁiﬂw, fall (he fell ill), feel, fly (the gﬂn;ri;::ﬂ' ’:?’fm'_]ﬂ
ge. (E;t gl o E:'lke?} 1::1'11} rs:::;f Tﬂﬁ:ni;! {Sﬂm‘;d silly),
: , seem, .
{ﬁmﬁjﬂaﬁ? E;l;, gfﬂ (the milk turned E}DUT}, wear
5{.;13;1;11 wears thin), work {the SCTCW worked loose).

— T—-—:'\* W
(‘WDRD ORDER_IN SIMPLE SENTENCES;

: ate-
In declarative sentences, 1.e. sentences that make a st

ment, the word order is SUBJECT = VERB, €.B.
,1 ' 2 'l
] Verb
Subject _1 .

Mr. Brown ] tea.::heﬁak \ téanxsg ;:11515.5
i - ?e | here every day.
S f.-.?e?t | to the theatre.
The ohi : layin | in the feld.
TTEE;hﬂdmn :::: %:i}ﬁhegd their work.

e
The farmer's wife |

: : 5
is feeding | the chicken

Visit www.csstimes.pk to download more E-Books

The Simple Sentence

I3
(The HEEATI?EIOf a declarative sentence is expressed mainly
in two ways:

-{1) By inserting nof immediatel

y after the verb. This

method is used only with the Special Finites (see p. 182). The

word order 1s: ap3\D, Il gy T

G L . ) Ghesed) P
—@EUB]ECT -+ VERB (Special Finite) + mof. In informal style,

not may coalesce with the Special Finite to form one word,
e.g

He is not (isn't) my friend.

George cannot (can’t) speak Russian.

He will not (won't) come.

The children are not (aren’t) playing in the field.
The farmer's wife is not (isn't) feeding the chickens.

, (p2s

«2) By using do, does, did' with nof and the PRESENT

INFINITIVE (without fo).
The word order is:

SUBJECT + do (does), did + nol -+ INFINITIVE.

This construction is used with all verbs except the Special
Finites, e.g.

Mr. Brown does not (doesn’t) teach this class.

You do not (don't) come here every day.
They did not (didn’t) go to the theatre.

Up to the seventeenth or eighteenth century all verbs could

form their own negative merely by adding not, e.g.

I like not fair terms and a villain's mind. (Shakespeare.

Merchant of Venice)

I know mot why I am so sad. (Shakespeare, Merchani of
Venice)

Let not your hearts be troubled. (Bible)
Look not upon the wine when it is red. (Bibie)

This form may still be found in modern poetry, e.g.
‘Speak not—whisper nol;

Here bloweth thyme and bergamot.’
(Walter de la Mare, The Sunken Garden)

t do (does) is used for the Present Tense, did for the Past Tense.

follow us on facebook: facebook.com/CSSTimes
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The auxiliary do is not used with another negative or partly
negative word such as never, hardly, scarcely, e.g.

He never speaks English. She never came to the party.

He never answered my letter. I hardly knew mm.

He scarcely spoke at all.

' d i tics.
cept for emphasis, e.g. He never did like mathema
“Thi negativ]: may be expressed too, In literary style, by the
verb fail, e.g. He failed to answer my letter. She failed to come

to the party.

sentences can be formed in three main ways:

ative =
Interrog - b. i.e. by the word order

1 jon of subject and verb, | ' :
v;{r:; -?—ysgzezr;.‘ In modern English this method is used only

with Special Finites* e.g.
Is he your friend?
Will they help us?
Can George speak Russian?
Are the children playing in the fields?
Has Henry finished his breakfast yet? _ _ ;
In older English, verbs that were not special finites coul
also form their interrogative by inversion, e.g. | .
‘How agrees the devil with thee about thy soul?’ (Shakespeare,
ﬁ:;?gﬁjw you so your nether lip?” (?halicespcare, Othello)
‘Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me (Bibie) e |
' oes, did) and the infinitive. This form 1s
ujezdj H‘EE;'I ﬁtngveft?s {:xcept tﬂll?e Special Fin'ites- The word order
is: Do (does, did) + SUBJECT - INFINITIVE, €&
Does Mr. Brown teach this class?
Do you come here every day?

Did they go to the theatre’ o
uestions of types (1) and (2) can be answered by ‘Yes' or

'NE' and they are said with Rising Tune intonation (see p. 413).

indi : 65-7.
x +d order of indirect questions seé pages 3
. f::l;g?n:nthu Special Finites used in forming perfect tenses,

cuntinuous tenses, etc.

The Stmple Sentence 15

<3) By using 'Question Words': the interrogative pronouns,’
interrogative adjectives,? or interrogative adverbs,® Wheo?
What? Which? When? Why? etc. In questions of type (3) the
question word always begins the question.

If the interrogative pronoun (or interrogative adjective +
noun) is the subject of the sentence, there is no inversion, and
the word order is: INTERROCATIVE] (Subject) + VERB, e.g.

Who is your friend?

Which boy answered the question?

Whose dog bit the postman?

Who wrote Vanity Fair?

If the question word is the object or part of the object of
the sentence, or if the question word is an interrogative adverb,
then, after the opening interrogative, the word order is the
same as for questions of types (1) and (2).

Questions of type (3) do not admit of an answer ‘Yes' or
‘No'. They are said with Falling Tune intonation (see p. 412).
Examples: B ol e

What languages can William speak?

Whose car are you driving?

Which question did you answer?

What did he say?

When are you coming to see us?

‘Why did you lock the door?

COMMANDS, REQUESTS AND INVITATION

In commands* there is usually no subject. Examples:

Open the door. Come in. Take that dog out. Don’t be late.
Don't bring that dog in here.

In requests, too, there is often no subject, e.g.
Please lend me your pencil. Pass the sugar, please.

For requests and invitations another construction, in
question form, is {requently used. This form is felt to be more

polite or less abrupt. It begins with will, would, would (do)
you mind.

1 See page 116.

¥ See pages 84, 89, 119-20.
¢ See also page 226.

¥ See page 254.
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A subject, normally yow, 1s expressed. The word order is:
will (wowld, etc.) + SUBJECT + INFINITIVE, €.8.

Will you lend me your pencil, please’

uld you come this way, please?
WWiad mind passing the sugar, please?
Do you mind not smoking, please?
Won't you come in?
Will you come to tea tomorrow?

For word order in exclamatory sentences see
316.

pages 262, 'Iﬁ-lr.

EXERCISES

I What are the various functions of a Simple
Give an example of each.

ivide the following sentences into subj

" E:::;Ell:ate in the manner shown on page 9. i
bird built a nest. (2) The gardener MOWed [

EHI.LE f;ﬂ The rain has stopped. (4) The sunis sﬁlmpg.

(5) The grass is growing. (6) The flowers are Opening
their petals. (7) Open the door. (8) Who broke the

window? (@) The dog barked. (10) Which Bov brought
THat dog? i f
! : e '
at are the main ways of forming the negauve v
e r:;nteﬂce? Give three examples of each method.

1V Make the following sentences negative: |
(1) John is here. (2) Susan can swim very well. {31| The VI
birds are singing this morning. (4) Henry will help n&e Sy
with my work. (5) Mary comes home every weal::-.leﬁt ;
(6) They go to Switzerland every year. (7) He'. walke -
to school this morning. (8) Richard writes to MarEIare
regularly. (9) He wrote to her this week. (10) Mary
bakes a cake. (11) and Susan bake a c:ki. (12)
a cake. (13) 1he dog chases
%l?i%ﬁngﬁ chase rabbits. (I 5}“ﬁe dog _r;:s
E 1 rabbit. (16) TWM :
?1 -ﬁa: shﬂpkee*:'}er sells good cakes. (18) Thgti,_l shnll::ll-
keeper has good cakes. {119} ]?Iarﬂ speakt \ iila:.;:yg!.‘: sp‘:ﬁ
n speak English well, (21) 4 .
5:1;] gﬁ;ﬁi nﬂp:. (22) We rode to school on our

! Richard forgave the boy who had taken
E;yiii}?%li} T chose these cakes lor tea, (25) The

Sentence? l

ect and

VIII

follow us on facebook: facebook.com/CSSTimes

The Stmple Sentence

water froze in the pond last night. (26) He found the
lost ball. (27) My roses grew very well this year.

28" The gardener dug up the potatoes. (2q) Mr. Brown
hung the picture sfra.l:'gﬁf. !3-:-; The boy rang the bell.

(31) 1 woke very early this morning. (32) I rose at six
o'clock. (33 out of bed at six o’clock. (34) The
Eiy ran as fast as ohn saw that picture

at the Cinema. (36) That baker sold us good cakes.
(37) The hen laid an today. (38) Mary ate her

breakfast quickly. (39 .ELPH_ME
you took the medicine. (40) Henry tries to understand

e lesson. (41 ry is trying to understand the
lesson (42) The boys try to understand the lesson.
(1) B S Trves o That Towses gy M St i
(44) Mr. Smith'Tives i that house. {45) Mr. Smith is
living in that house now. (46) Mr, Smith was living in
that house last year. (47) I cycle to work every day.
(48) He went to school this morning. (40) The children
sang very well. (50) We sat on these seats yesterday.
(s1) Tom spoke French when he was ten vears old.
(52) The cat sp on the rat. (53) Every boy stood
in his place. (54 tore that page out of his book.
(55) The sun shone brightly this morming, [56) He told
me the secrct. (57) The teacher taught us that rule.
(58) The class understood the lesson. (50) The ship
sank in the great storm. (6o) Richard swam across the
river. (61) The boys went to the party, (62) The thieves
stole all the jewels,

What are the three main ways of forming the interro-
gative of a sentence? Give three examples of each
method.

Make the sentences in Exercise 1V interrogative.

Write questions to which the fullowing could be
answers:

(1) No, I'm Austrian, (2) Yes, he has. (3) No, only for
three months. (4) Yes, we go there every year..(5) Yes,
I know him very well. (6) No, he has a bad accent.
(7) Yes, I went there last May. (8) Yes, I saw her on the
ship. (g) She said that she was coming home next week
(10) Because it is such a cold day.

Analyse the {ollowing sentences in the manner shown
on page 10.

(1) Bright yellow dafiodils can be seen in the gardens
in spring.

.
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(2) At Wembley last Saturday a hundred thousand
w e t exciting football match.

_spectators saw (@mos . _
(3)_All the students in my class are v.:-'nrkj,_ng__har_d_t_hm
year in order to pass their examination.

IX Pick out the complements in the following sentences.

1 The
1) Nelson was a sailor. (2) The fur feels soft. (3) The
: }m looks clean and tidy. (4) The milk turned sour

OWINg I k
' the thunder, That is tite. {6) The

¢ Ehut T turned out difficult. (7) He W:I:;
5 wﬁ as a shect. (3) That remark ﬁm.is stupi 0
“oes have been well womn an 51%% 7e wors thi.
(r1) elected him President, (12

Iug.j[ t c = e
man a thief. (13) je takes his whisky neat. (14) The
i inted Geo

ree captain of the team.

15) Set the people iree. :
iﬁ’ﬂat is the difference between the complements 1n

sentences 1-10 and those in 11-15?
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CHAPTER THREE

NOUNS: (1) KINDS
A noun is the name of anything: man, couniry, city, Henry,
Spain, Paris, happiness, whiteness, crowd, team. All these are
names of people, places or things: all are nouns.

Nouns may be classified logically into two main categories:
<{1HCO™ {2}{ABSTRACT Concrete nouns are represented by
such words as man, couniry, Henry, Spain, Paris, crowd, team.
Abstract nouns by such words as happiness, whiteness, beanly,
health.

\Concrete nouns may be sub-divided into two categories.

The names man, couniry, couuly, city can be applied to any
man, any country, any city; they are names that all men,
countries, cities share in common. They are called fcoMMON

But Henry, George Thompson,' Spain, Yorkshire, Paris
are not names that can be applied to any man, any country,
any county, any city. They are names of a particular man, a

particular country, a particular county, a particular city. They
are called FROFER-SOUTS)

Words like scent, sweetness, whileness are not quite like rose,
sugar, snow,; they are names not so much of ‘things’ as of
abstractions. The abstraction may be, as in the examples above,
the name of a quality; or it may be the name of a state of
being, like healih, poverly, pleasure, youth; or it may be the
name of an activity, like laughter, arrival, perseverance.

Nouns that are the names of qualities, states or activities
sl AT SOUC

Finally, there 1s one other type of noun. This comprises
words like crowd, army, flock, class. They are names of a group
or collection of things, of men, women, sheep, students, etc.,

as one whole; so we speak of a crowd, an army,
a a class, i.e. of one thing. These words areCOLLECTIVE

* ? ~EﬂhEEti‘:‘E noun. denotes a group or collection of similar
individuals considered as one complete whole.

A George is the 'Christian’ or ‘first’' name. Thompson is the ‘surname’,
In English the Christian name comes before the surname.

K1)

follow us on facebook: facebook.com/CSSTimes



Cal You can throw a stone (Counta

Visit www.csstimes.pk to download more E-Books

A Comprehensive English Grammar

20 - ' |
The kinds of nouns may be shown diagrammatically like
this: e
l ]
Can‘;;te Abstract
e
l l
Common Proper
| i
Individual Collective

—-—'"‘ § [ ﬂUh:' TABLE Euuns).—
OUNTAELE AND UNc
o be made

importan ammatical distinction may Be
be?wnee::mnuuns Ewhgirch are countable and nouns which are

uncuumnsntable. les, sheep are ‘countable’. Nnunf.
5 ooks, a , & ! ) |
' 3 thrﬁ?:y :a:d s!zaf air, water, ink are ucrllcug:abgin
s 'gf substances! that cannot be counted, they
=/ oot d. Some of these words, e.g. glass, {apg;,f{ Werent'
e¢tc., can be ‘countable’ in one context and, with 2

meaning, ‘uncountable’ in another: 3

: Uncountable).
A glass (Countable) 1s made of Eib‘:i; Lti: wall made of sfone

ble), ; -
*LIUI:':::”:I el*ening paper (Countable). There is paper (Un
countable) on the wall. sl e S

The price of tin (Uncountable) rose

e Tre ' |
%iiﬂl:éﬁ:ﬂi?ﬂ;ﬂ; of Eoﬁ er (Uncountable). 1 gave the boy
E o —

" a few coppers _[Couﬂtabia).
“ Common nouns may be

w countable or uncuuntable!;j mﬁz
bstract nouns, €5 help, courage, perseverance, irubl,
abstrac , e

5.

C
1 But some abstract nouns are countable and
plural, .6 ideas, opinions, truths, etc

Nouns: (1) Kinds 21

indefinite article (a, an). Proper nouns, since they are the
names of a particular person, place or thing, are usually
singular, but they are countable and may at times be plural,
e.g. the Himalayas, the West Indies, the Smiths; or in such a
sentence as, ‘There are three Johns (i.e. three boys with the
name John)in my class.’

COMPOUND NOUNS

One of the characteristics of English is the capacity it has
for forming compounds, that is, units which, though made up
of two or more parts each of which may be used as a separate
word, are, nevertheless, {elt to be single terms. The elements
compusing a compound may be almost any part of speech,
e.g. schoolmaster (noun + noun), guick-silver (adjective +
noun), whitewash (adjective +- verb), pickpocket (verb 4 noun),
overlook (adverb -+ verb), walking-stick (gerund + noun). The
most impoftant pattern in compound nouns is NOUN 4 NOUN,
or GERUND -~ NOUN, and the first element only is stressed, e.g.

" hdirpin, shopkeeper, pbsicard, néwspaper, siunshine, béxing-
maich, dining-room, writing-paper, etc.

The written form of these compound nouns is somewhat
arbitrary; sometimes they are written as one word, e.g. bldck-
bird, houisewife; sometimes as two words joined by a hyphen,
e.g. gds-works, fire-engine, thinder-storm, séa-serpent; or even
occasionally as two separate words, e.g. pdst office. The GERUND
=+ NOUN pattern is always written with a hyphen, e.g. cycling-
club, wéighing-machine. .

It'is the single stress! which differentiates Compound nouns
from ‘word groups’' (i.e. adjective + noun, or noun used ad-
jectivally -+ noun). In ‘word groups’ both elements take stress,
e.8. gold ring, lddy déctor, rice pudding, stéme wdll, Léndon
policeman, Oxford Univérsity. If the group is longer than two
words the principle is the same, each word has stress, e.g.
Tottenham Court Réad, Léndon Pdssenger Trdnsport Béard.
This differentiation by stress is important, as it may convey
difference of meaning. Thus a bldck bird can apply to anv bird
(e.g. a crow or a raven) which is black: a bldckbird is a bird of a

! Exceptions to this are the compound nouns afinchdir and Aéad-
indsiar.
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ticular species (turdus merula). A hdt house (= a house
Eg'trich is liotlz)}eis nat[ the same as a hdthouse (= a heated glass
building for plants), nor is a pdper basket (= a basket for paper)
the same as a pdper bdsket (= a basket made of paper). ‘
The first word, both in word groups and compound nouns is
the ‘qualifier’, and a reversal of positions may bring about a
complete change of meaning. Thus a race-horse is not the s;}me;
as a horse-race, lawn-tennis as a lennis-lawn, a Grammar Schoo
as a school grammar, a flower-garden as a garden flower, an eye-

glass as a glass eye, a uillage-green as a green village, lamp-oil

oil-lamp or pipe-tobacco as a tobacco-pipe.
a't,'IﬂLuﬂl.-l num’ge?r uf?:b:‘frgnpound nouns, esp_ecmlly _thnse that h_at.:;,
been in the ] a long time during which the onigin

meanings of their elements have become obscured, the vowel
in one or other, and even occasionally in both, has become

shortened or otherwise modified, e.g.I -
rekfast] (= break fast);, s r
?ﬂ:fp E:rd] - for]shjad ['forid] {=, fore 'head]: ﬁlﬁsﬂﬂfd
['kabad] (= cup board); Sunday ['sandi] {=’5urf a}re}_.l
Newton ['mjuitn] (= new town); Pomtm_ndh [“poitsma ]
(= port's mouth); bonfire ['bonfaia] (originally bone fire);
posiman [‘poustman] (= post man), etc.
A noun may be used: . . »
=1} As the subject of a sentence, e.g.
The boy opened the door.
«(2) As the direct object of a verb, e.g.
I saw the boy.
43} As the complement of a verb, e.g.
He is a clever boy.
4{4)» As an indirect object, e.g.
I told the boy a story. .
=5} In a phrase with a preposition, e.g.
I spoke to the boy. The House of Commons.
-{6) As a prepositional object, e.g.
Give the money to vour brolher.

e
o) gl o~ Nouns. Y] 0
S adl R 111'*”” 1s {1]&2;&&. s} 23

o 7= As the antecedent! of a relative pronoun, e.g,

The ship that took the Pilgrim Fathers to America was
called the "Mayflower'.

EXERCISES

I Country, tree, peace, Sherlock Holmes, flock, sheep,
;( Rubens, square, patience, beauty, Bodmin, rivalry,
meeting, city traffic, noisiness, Hyde Park. crowd.
Which of the above words are NOT Common nouns?
Which are abstract, which collective?

IT “John, come here! Will you come to the theatre with
me?" "Which theatre?’ ‘Covent Garden.’ ‘What's the
opera?’ ‘Tosca." *Who wrote it?* ‘Puccini.’ “What's
the price of the tickets?’ ‘Sixty-two pence.’ ‘Sorry, 1
haven't the money; I've been betting too much
recently. I lost a lot on the Derby.’ ‘Oh, you didn’t
back Crepello, then?’ ‘No, worse luck!’

Pick out and classify the nouns in the above passage.
Which of the following nouns are ‘countables’ an
which are ‘uncountables’?

dog, meat, nuisance, thunder, spoon, fish, cheese. board,
party, Iree.

Form abstract nouns from these words:

proud, beautiful, parent, likely, coward, traitor
infant, sane, courteous, young.

What is the correct collective noun for a number of-

(1) lions. (2) sheep. (3) people at a football match. (4)
wolves, (5) elephants. (6) fish. (7) people in church.
(8) people listening to a concert. (9) sailors on a ship?
(6) Supply the appropriate collective nouns to complete
the following expressions:
a of stars, a of oxen, a
of brigands, a —— of trees, a
people, a —— of hounds, a of ships, a —— of
curios, a —— of books, a of aircraft.

What qualities (expressed by abstract nouns) do you
associate with the following?

Job, OQuisling, Shylock, Tartuffe, Uriah Heep,
Hercules, Nero, Baron Munchausen, Machiavelli?

! The antecedent is the word for which
(see p. 324).

111

IV

Via)

o[ cards, a
~*of disorderly

VI

the relative pronoun stands
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VII

VIII

IX
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In each of the following groups of nouns, pick out the
one that is different in class from the others, Give the
reason for your choice:

(@) quietness, country, lake, sun.

(b) crew, team, men, 7

(¢) Germany, Rhine, river, Zugspitze, Bavaria.

(d) laughter, gaiety, joy. happiness, mirth, humorist.

Identify the nouns in the following passage and name
the kind of noun to which each belongs:
‘At length, in 1812, Mr, Williams made his début on
the stage of Ratcliff Highway, and executed those
unparalleled murders which have procured for him
such a brilliant and undying reputation. On which
murders, by the way, I must observe that in one
respect they have had an ill effect, by making the
connoisseur in murder very fastidious in his taste and
dissatisfied with anything that has been done since
in that line.’
De Quincey, ‘On the Knocking at the gate in
Macbheth'.
In the following examples some common nouns are
used as proper nouns and some.proper nouns are used
as common nouns or adjectives, Point out these words.
(1) Church and State do not always agree. (2) He was
wearing a tweed ulster. (3) Hamlet 1s a tragedy but
Twelfth Night is a comedy. (4) Some people prefer
China tea to Indian. (5) Paris,fashions are famous

everywhere.

X Give the collective nouns for:

(1) The group of persons directing the administration
of a town. (2) Ships used in time of war (several words
possible), (3) The 52 cards used in playing Bridge.
(4) Father, mother, sons and daughter, (5) The eleven
players in a game of football.

X1 Form abstract nouns {rom:

v

_ XII Which of the following words can be used as countable

(1) great. (2) succeed. (3) destroy. (4) profound. (5)
repel. (6) know. (7) gentle (two words). (8) social (fwo
words). (9) generous, (10) liberal (fwo words).

and also as uncountable nouns? Explain the two
senses of each one you find,

(1) sorrow. (2) beauty. (3) wine. (4) tea. (5) brick.
(6) pain. (7) wood. (8) paint. (g) timber. (10) food.

=

Nowuns: (1) Kinds

X111 Form compound nouns or ‘word groups' to express:

XIvV

(1) A knife for cutting paper. (2) A glass for '
;vi;t:i. (3) A blade for o un{etg.{r-rnaug (4) A ’::c?:!:mfl::%
1;* ng matches. (s) A desk for writing at. (6) A paper
Eut:E news and published in Edinburgh. (7) An
. “:m; for pulling corks out of bottles. (8) A pair
e drl or cutting ﬁngermm (9) A driver of taxis
- ndon. (10) A machine for cutting the grass on a
: wn, (11) A man whose profession is lending money.,
n'.ll:.z:h‘ihn place where cotton cloth is made. (13) A
sy e for washing clothes. (14) A fish that is golden
n colour, (15) A man who gets coal out of the ground
(16) A wall made of bricks. (17) A man who makes
?mbnck] o D::lim{;?l)m# rmml where you have meals,
B by tad ﬂ“};‘m sleep. (20) A room in which

In every case mark which words are stressed,

Explain (a) the meani i

ings of the following words and
expressions as they are given, and th‘ﬁn (&) th:ir
meanings when the two words in each are transposed
In each case illustrate by sentences. '

(1) playing-card. (2) grammar s
. chool. flower-
furiqn. (4) eyeglass. (5) village-green. (6) Efgrus:;:;,
b?] icycle pedal. (8) pocket-book. (9) oil-lamp. (10)
us station. (r1) tobacco-pipe. (12) lawn-tennis.
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CHAPTER FOUR

\NOUNS: (2) NUMBER }

There are two tical numbers in English, («) SINGULAR
to denote one, () PLURAL to denote more than one.

Only countable nouns can be used in the plural.

FORMATION OF THE PLURAL

The plural of almost all nouns is formed by means of a
sibilant suffix. This suffix is written as -s or -¢s. It is pronounced
as [s] when added to a word ending in any voiceless consonant
except the ‘hissing’ sounds [s], (], [t]]. e.8.

book — books [buk — buks]

cat — cats [kat — kats]

It is pronounced [z] when added to a word ending in any voiced
sound except the consonants (z], (3], [d3], e.g.

dog — dogs [dog — dogz]

bird — birds [ba:d — ba:dz]

day — days [dei — deiz] . -

It is pronounced [iz] when added to a word ending in the
sounds (s], (f]. [t]], [z], (3]. [d3], e&.

horse [ho:s] —horses ["ho:siz]; rose [rouz] — roses ['r?u%iz]

judge [d3ad3) — judges [‘d3ad3iz]; ash [af] — ashes [‘afiz].

NoTE: The s of house [haus) is voiced in the plural ["hauziz].
The unvoiced -th in bath [ba:0], mouth [mauf], oath [ou8)], path
[pa:0], sheath [[i:0], [tru:0) and youth [ju:6] is voiced in

“~the plural: [ba:dz], [maudz), [oudz]. {pa:dz], [fizdz]. [tru:dz]

and [ju:dz].
In writing, this sibilant suffix is spelt -s, with the following
exceptions, mn which it is written -¢s.
Words that end in the letters, -s, -sh, -ch, -x, -z:

glass — glasses, brush — brushes
church — churches, box — boxes.
26

Nouns: (2) Number 27
Most words that end in -o:

negro — negroes, potato — potatoes

hero — heroes, volcano — volcanoes.

But there are some exceptions to this. Thus, though words
that have been in the language for a long time tend to use the
-es form,

«=a) Those words that are still felt to be ‘foreign’ take the -s
form. The principal ones are:

pianos, photos, dynamos, magneios, Rilos, mementos, solos.
«=(b) All nouns ending in -0 preceded by a vowel take only the
-s form, e.g.

csckoos, cameos, bamboos, portfolios, curios, studios, radios.

x4 — The following changes occur in the formation of the plural:

41} Words ending in -y preceded by a consonant letter change
the -y to -fes:

lady, ladies; story, stories; army, armies; fly, flies.
Words ending in -y preceded by a vowel letter simply add -s:!
valley, valleys; donkey, donkeys; boy, boys; Rey, keys.

«(2}=The ending -f or -fe in most nouns is changed to -ves, with

a corresponding change of pronunciation of [f] to [v], e.g.
leaf, leaves; wife, wives; thief, lhicves; loaf, loaves; half, halves.
But there are many words ending in -f or -fe that simply

add s to form their plural:
roofs, gulfs, cliffs, reefs, proofs, chiefs, hoofs, turfs, safes,
dwarfs, griefs, beliefs.
Some words have both forms: .
scarfs, scarves; wharfs, wharves; staffs, staves; hoofs, hooves.

}_,‘: o~
IRREGULAR PLURALS v’

There are eight nouns, the 'mlu_;tanti1:r1'f";I plurals, which
f their plural by a change of vowel: man, men (and

1 But there is a technical term in banking, finance, etc., that is spelt
momizs, and not, as one might expect, moneys.

? Mutation (change of vowel) was caused by the presence of an 1 that
once stood after the final consonant of the stem. Thus the Primitive
Germanic plural of fof (foot) was fofi, later fet and then feet.

Foa =
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compounds of man, e.g. genileman, gentlemen)* tooth, teeth;
Joot, feet; mouse, mice; woman, women, goose, geese; louse, lice;
dormouse, dormice. The plural of mongoose is mongooses, dor-
mouse is a compound of mouse but mongoose is not a compound

of goose.

@Some words have the same form for singular and plural:
sheep, swine, deer, fish (but also fishes).

To these could be added the names of other animals, especially

when used in a hunting context. This applies to game] birds)

and fish), e.g. P Cae
to hunt elephant, antelope, etc.; to shoot wild duck, grouse,
to catch salmon, frout.

We have, too, the unchanged plural in some words showing
number and measurement of weight:

two dozen (abbreviation: doz.) eggs; three hundred pounds;

four thousand people; two gross of pencils; three score years;

two sione of potatoes; four hundredweight (abbreviation:

cwt.) of coal; 10,000 candle-power; 20 horse-power; forty head

of cattle; two yoke of oxen. So 2,300,501 is ‘two million, three

hundred thousand, five hundred and one’. coal

But these words (except gross) take -s when {they have no
numeral in front of them, e.g. dozens of eggs))hundreds of
pounds; scores of times; hundredweighis of c Sometimes
either form is possible: ‘He weighs twelvg sfomes’ and ‘He
weighs twelve sione’, "He is six feet tall’ and ‘He is six foof tall’.

The words barracks, species, series, means, works (and com-
pounds like gas-works, trom-works, etc.) are the same in
singular or plural.

So, too, are some proper nouns that end in a ‘hissing’ sound:

Swiss, Chinese, Japanese, Portuguese, Viennese.

hree words form their plural in -en. They are:
child — children; ox — oxen, brother — brethren.

The usual plural of brother is, of course, brothers. Brethren,
which was the usual plural until the seventeenth century, is
now used with the meaning ‘members of the same society or
religious order’.

1 But Romans, Normans, Germans, because these words are not con-
nected with the independent word man.

Nouns: (2) Number 24

Historical Reason for these forms

In Anglo-Saxon there were five possible endings to denote
Pl'urah -as, -an, -u, -a and -o0. In addition, there were some
neuter’ nouns that had the same form for the singular and
plural, and that is why, in modern English, the singular and
plural of a few words, e.g. sheep and deer, are the same. Bv
about these five endings had, with one or two exceptions,
been reduced to two: -es and -s (both developed from -as). The
word oxen is one of these exceptions; it still keeps the Anglo-
Saxon -an (later -en) ending for the plural. There used to be,
almost to modern times, quite a number of plurals ending n
-en: shoen (later shoom) for shoes is used by Shakespeare.
Chaucer’s Prioress had ‘eyen (= eyes) grey as glass’, and there
were housen (= houses), hosen (= hose), peasen (= peas)
Children, brethren are really double plurals.! The Old English
plural for Anglo-Saxon cild (= child) was cildru; for brothor it
was brothru. In Middle English, childru became childer (a {orm
that is still heard in dialect) and brothru became brether. Then
to what were already plural words an extra plural ending -¢n
was added making, childeren, bretheren, which developed to

children, brethren.
Foreicx PLURALS

Mention will be made later of the large number of foreign
words that have been absorbed into the language.? Sometimes,
ially in the technical language of science, these have not
been thoroughly ‘naturalized’ and they keep their foreign
forms. The largest number by far of these foreign plurals
are of Latin or Greek origin, for example: =~" =~
Latin: ~ “5;:-;5 — axes:\‘ bacillus — bacilli: medium — media;
stratum — strata; bacterium — bacteria; locus — loci;
radius — radii; corrigendum — corrigenda; addendum — ad-
denda: erratum — errata; larva — larvae; nebula — nebulae.
Greek: analysis — analyses; basis — bases; crisis — crises;
hypothesis — hypotheses; thesis — theses; phenomenon —
phenomena; criterion — criteria; oasis — oases.
180 is hine. The plural of Old English ¢u (= cow) was a ‘mutation’

| ey, To this was added another plural form -en. Then cyen became
ine, * Chapter 30,
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The longer the words have been in the language, the more
they tend to conform to the English plural in -s. Some wor«;
are at the half-way stage with two plurals, the original foreign
one and the English one. So you will find:

appendix — appendixes, appendices; formula — formulae
formulas; terminus — termini, terminuses; fungus — fungi .
funguses; retina — retinae, retinas; cactus i
focus — foci, focuses; aquarium — aquaria, aquanums
curriculum — curricula, curriculums; maximum — maxima
maximums; memorandum — memoranda, memorandums:
minimum — minima, minimums; sanatorium — sanatoria,
sanatoriums; vortex — vortices, vortexes; automaton —
automata, automatons.

Most words taken in fairly recent times from French or
Italian have their inal and also their English plural
Practically all the older words conform to the English pattern.

Recent words with two forms are:

bureau — bureaux, bureaus; tableau — tableaux, tableaus:
portmanteau — portmanteaux, portmanteaus; adieu —
adieux, adieus; trousseau — trousseaux, trousseaus: bandit
— banditti, bandits; libretto — libretti, librettos; soprano —
soprani, sopranos; virtuoso — virtuosi, virtuosos.

In some cases the two plurals have dlﬁerent meanmgs (see
also page 38):

: indexes (= tables of contents).
e indices (= algebraical signs).
geniuses (= persons of unusually great men-
genius tal powers).
genii (= good or evil spirits).
di dies (= metal stamps for making money).
o dice (= small cubes of bone or wood
used in games of chance).
i | formulas (= forms of words).
e formulae (= mathematical terms).

e
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mediums (= people claiming communication
with spints).
media (= means, agencies).

There are also one or two native English words that have
two plurals with different meanings (see also page 38):

brothers
brother {brethren‘

3I

|

cloths (different pieces or kinds of cloth).
cloth {c!uthes. (articles of dress).

pennies (individual coins).
peany {penr:e (collective value).

the word sixpence (meaning the small silver coin) forms a
pli.lral sixpences, e.g. ‘Can you give me two sixpences for a
shillmg""

foreign words have now become compictelv natural-
ized and always take the IEnglish plural, such as

bonuses, choruses, circuses, isthmuses, (JH'IH."EJ'HSES.E prospee-
luses, areas, arenas, encyclopedias, eras, ideas, panaccas,
peninsulas, sonatas, solos, umbrellas, villas, albums, asylums,
.;-Jnysaﬂﬂmmums* Museums, 1rises, demons,

CONCORD

A singular subject takes a singular verb, a plural subject
a plural verb, e.g.

The boy is here. The boys are here,

Difficulties arise sometimes in the case of Collective
Nouns in the singular. A collective noun was defined as a noun
denoting a group or collection of similar individuals considered
as one complete whole. It is therefore naturally regarded as
being singular and as such takes a singular verb.

The football team s playing well.

The Government has decided to pass the bill.
That family is a very happy one.

} See page 28.

Sommibus is a Latin dative plural = “for all’.

The word is usually
shortened to bus (plural buses).
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But, when the parts or members that compose the thing
denoted by the collective noun are thought of individually, a
plural verb may be used:

The football team are having baths and are then coming

back here for tea.

The Government have discussed the matter for a long time

but they have shown no signs of reaching agreement.

The family are very pleased about the news of William's

Success.
The nouns people, police, public, clergy, cattle are always used
with a plural verb, e.g.

The people of Norway are called Norwegians.

The police are making enquiries about the murder.

The public are requested not to leave litter in these woods.
People is often used as the plural of person; it also means
nation, e.g. The French people, the peoples of Europe.

Two or more subjects connected by and take a plural
verD, e.g.
The boy and his dog are here.

But if the two subjects joined by and are considered as one
thing, a singular verb is used, e.g.
Brown bread and butter 15 usually eaten with smoked salmon.
Whisky and soda s his favourite drink. e
His courage and endurance was tried to the utmost.
The stitching and binding of books is done on this machine.
The secretary and accountant of the Company was present
(One man doing both jobs.)
But:
The secretary and (the) accountant of the Company were
present. (Two men.)
So, too, in such sentences as:
Ten years s a long time,
Five thousand pounds s a lot of money.

where the subject, though plural in form, is really singular in
meaning (ten years = a period of time); {5,000 = a sum of
money) or sentences such as:

Nouns: (2) Number 33

‘Modern Painters’ is one of Ruskin's best known books.
If the second noun is merely part of a phrase qualifying
the first singular noun, the verb is singular, e.g.
The boy with his dog s here.
Mr. Smith, accompanied by his wife and three children, has
just arrived.
Singular subjects joined by or or neither . . . nor take a
singular verb, e.g.
A cigar or a cigarette #s very enjoyable.
Neither George nor Henry has come yet.
But by the ‘rule of proximity’, if one subject is singular and
another one is plural, the verb generally agrees with the nearest
subject, e.g.
Either the tcachier or the students are to blame for the bad

resuits. )
Neither he nor they are wholly night.

e distributives' take a singular verb and a singular
ive adjective,® e.g.

Every boy in the class 1s present.

Each of the boys has gained a prize.

Neither answer is correct.

Everybody is doing kis best.
But this rule about using a singular possessive adjective with
distributive adjectives like everyome, each, etc., is, especially in
conversation, frequently disregarded owing to the fact that
there is not in English a possessive adjective that can stand °
for both masculine and feminine, singular and plural nouns.
Consequently the plural their is frequently used, e.g.

Everyone was talking at the top of their voices.

When cach person comes in they must show their ticket.
None may take a singular verb or a plural one, e.g.

‘None but the brave deserves the fair.” (Dryden)

None of us s perfect.

None of the children in his class are bored with the lesson.

I have chiecked your answers and none of them are correct.

1 See pages 89, 126-8. ? See page 84.
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The word number sometimes takes a singular verb, some-
times a plural one, e.g.

The number of students in the class s small.
But:

A number of students were waiting for the lesson to begin.

The verb agrees with the pronoun # in identifying or
e atic sentences, e.g.

"Who broke the window?’ ‘I{ was Henry and William.'

It 1s they who are wrong.

The relative pronoun takes the same number and person
as 1ts antecedent, e.g.
This is one of the best books that have ever been written on
the subject.

If the ‘formal subject’ there is used, the verb agrees with
the real subject, e.g.

There is a cherry tree in my garden.
There are cherry trees in my garden.

EXERCISES

I Rewrite the following sentences, putting as many words
as possible into the plural, and making any other
necessary alterations.

(1) A witch used to be burnt. (2) A match is taken from
a box or torn from a 'book’. (3) The leaf which the bird
was carrying fell on to the roof of the house. (4) The
monkey jumped from rock to rock up above, watching
the movement of the man in the valley below. (5) The
defeated army had not even time to bury the body of

Nouns: (2) Number 35

111 Express the following in words instead of figures and
expand the contractions to their full forms:

(a) 250. (B) 2,300. (¢) 3.430,654. (d) 144 (three forms
possible). (e) 150 cwt.
IV Give the plurals of:

bacillus, axis, radius, hypothesis, crisis, oasis, pheno-
menon, fungus, cactus.

V Explain the meanings of the singular and plural forms
of the following words:

air, premise, brace, compass, fruit, spectacle, damage,
wit, pain, powder, colour, body, spirit.

VI Make a list of as many nouns as you know which have
the same form in singular and plural,

PLurALs AND CompPoUND NOUNS

0ld compound nouns usually form their plural as if they
were simple nouns, 1.e. the final element is made plural:

schoolroom — schoolrooms; armchair — armchairs; horseman

— horsemen,;  houscwife — housewives;  washerwoman —

washerwomen, looth-brush — tooth-brushes.

~ This is generally the case cven when the elements of the

compound are not themselves nouns: : o e

- handful — handfuls; breakdown — breakdowns; drawback —

- drawbacks; outbreak — outbreaks; | f_org_rhufﬂ}— forget-me-

fiosols;

or even if the compound consists of two separate words:

ticket collector — ticket collectors; boy friend — boy friends;

., (walch repairer)— watch repairers; girl guide — girl guides;

ua‘f?*.,-boy scout — boy scouts; motor show — motor shows.
‘dp‘!n the following, both elements are made plural:

o

its hero, (6) The chief of the tribe had his own means of
catching a salmon. (7) The cheese copld not be sold, as
a mouse had left a tooth-mark on it. (8) Which is the
greater curse in the Middle East, the fly or the louse?
(9) While the negro was voicing his belief, the mulatto
kept banging on the floor with his staff. (10) This crisis
comes in a long series.
II Give the plurals of the following nouns:

negro, wish, studio, daily, convoy, reef, wharf, dormouse,
echo, inch, mongoose, dwarf, calf, bough, fox, yoke.

_ man servant — men servanis; gentleman farmer — genilemen
E_ms; woman servant — women servanis,® men students|
- s|doctors, efc., and women students|teachers|doctors;

Lord-justice — lords  justices; [ Knighi-Templar/— Knights-
_ Tempiars. S

In syntactical compounds, especially where the first com-
ponent is a noun qualified by a prepositional phrase, adverb
or adjective, it is the noun which takes the plural form:

@ But the plural of Tm‘d servant is maid servanie
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father-in-law — fathers-in-law;* commander-in-chief —
commanders-in-chief; (man-of-war'— men-of-war; looker-on
—lookers-on; passer-by—passers-by; justice-of-the-peace—
justices-of-the-peace; guvernar—general—gwemﬂrsrganeral;

2 (court-martial — courts-martial;  poet _L}:aureatc — poets
Al B = e lE N E
PR s laureate. g S
But, especially in popular speech, there is a tendency to say:
mother-in-laws, court-martials, attorney-generals, commander-

e o S ——

in-chiefs, poet laureates, and always/will-o '—_thh"s—wis ps,/good-for-

b od LA nothings) ne’ er-do-wells. o
ey Nt e sl pi
- _HL- .
i, I ﬂ TForMS OF Annmzssi
The following forms are used:
SINGULAR PLURAL
nning s s> 14
WA np s

For a man, married
or unmarried
Mr. Brown

LoV oot
| Messrs. Brown; the Messrs. Brown; |
the two Mr. Browns; Mr. John

(Brown) and Mr. Henry Brown. |
The form Messrs. (standing for
Messieurs, which is never writ- |
ten in full in English) is used |
only in business language, €.g.
Messrs, Brown and Smith Ltd. |

For an unmarried
woman o}
Miss Brown The Misses Brown; the Miss |
Browns: the two Miss Browns;
Miss Margaret (Brown) and |
Miss Lilian Brown.

For a married woman

Mrs. Brown The two Mrs. Brown; the two

Mrs. Browns.

1 And similarly: mothers-in-law, sons-in-law, etc.

JLEAULY IV

Nouns: (2) Nuntber decedt fulys

‘Nuuxs wiITH No PLurar ForM I
S

Many nouns are never used in the plural, e.g, most abstract
and many material nouns (see p. 20).

Nouns wITH No SincurLAr ForMm

Some nouns are never used in the singular, e.g. the names of:
ARTICLES OF DRESS:){rousers, breeches, knickers, pants,
pyjamas, shorts, drawers, clothes.

et s
TOOLS AND INSTRUMENTS CONSISTING OF TWO PARTS:

ciSS07s,
asses (= spectacles), fongs,
bellows. The word ‘pair’ is generally used with these terms,
e.g. ‘a pair of trousers’, etc,

WNAMES OF DISEASES OR ILLNESSES )

NAME OF SOME GAME
Franghisys LT
MISCELLANEOUS OTHER WORDS:}

umps, measles.
billiards, cards, bowls, dominoes,

LA a2y i)\,

Ims, riches, eaves Jscales (for

QRESIghing), convencs (01 A BOOK, etc.), Eﬂiﬁgs—cﬁa,’féﬁ?ﬂry, dregs,
¥ is) (credentials, {idings,| : T g e -~
1‘}" als) \credentials,) \liaings,)'soap-suds,\ winnings, sweepings,

surroundings, ashes (from the fire, but cigarette ash).|Though
the nouns whisker, shaving, saving, filing can be used, the
plural form whiskers) shavings, savings, filings is much more
COMMOTy, o) </ #

A plural verb is used with the above words. So we say:

My [trousers ;“'@fis) being cleaned. Riches do not always bring

happiness. Oats are grown in Scotland. Cards are played
every evening etc.

But if these words are used attributively in compound nouns
they are usually made singular, e.g. my frouser leg; oat cakes;
a card table. _] -

Some nouns havea plural form but are followed by(a singular
verb:/ news, [tnnings, gallows] works, Physics, phonet :E:Eﬁﬁ as
a rule so are all other sciences or subjects ending in [-¢¢s,] but
this usage is not fixed. Singular or plural can often be used, e.g.

Politics)have (has) always interested me.

Mathematics)is (are) well taught at that school.

- - Ji‘d.‘ ¥ {f ; = My I‘w::rl '-_'ff"L '-'fl{r{'r g_}ak’&h" -'El_:E'/
niaCe s bﬂ’hd}'ff B e S a.'-,:'-; . _.uvrd P E ®
N . = £ . "I..- = s |I ! r
AVoss 14 [« ¢ 1o tfollowsus on facebook: facebook.com/dS?.‘ST‘f;'}'nfe{s{.:I h t l"“?L‘F‘ c rece v f'u" el o
Virulence z‘}’mff_?‘.lf?ﬂ-—ir‘f'jr



F

\ ¥ ir ir

le

t_..-.-w",r,;

~ WASh . grounds -4 roul - feavin! - lees - ynag,, -

Visit www.csstimes.pk to download more E-Books

18 A Comprehensive English Grammar

ihe news is good. Tlie first innings s finished. An ironworks
is being built.

PruraLs wiTH DIFFERENT MEANINGS

The plurals of some nouns have two or more meanings,’ one
similar to the singular meaning, the other different from it.
== (1) hues.

(2) l‘egimental ﬂags &
= (1) instruments for navigation. g g

(2) instruments for drawing circles. =

@ = (1) habits.
(2) taxes on imported
= (x) a game.
(2) currents of air.

= (1) a game.

(2) kinds of masks.
= (1) results.

(2) goods, personal property. }
= ers (‘the forces of nature’).

E:; ugor;m:e[d bo{liu of men (‘armed forces’,

'Fnl.kﬂ jﬂfml]- . : ’ ¥

— (1) vessels for drinking from.

(2) spectacles; binoculars. . . . |
«= (1) land (usually enclosed) mmﬁ‘hﬁug.l :

(2) reasons (‘grounds for complaint’). <Y
” (3 dregs)(‘coffee grounds’). ~(*
- (1) signs of the alphabet.

(2) epistles.

(3) learning (‘a man of lelfers’).
= (1) ways, customs.

(z) behaviour.
== (1) spaces of time.

(2) secretary's record of proceedings a&u a
meeting. et 5y el U o T

! See also pages 30 and 3I.
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= (1) sufferings.
(2) care, trouble (‘to take pains with some-
. thing’).
= (1) things assumed as true as basis for an
argument. '
(2) buildings. ;
= () fourth parts.
(2) lodgings.
= (I) recurrences (‘many happy refurns’).
(2) statistical details (‘retwrms of income for
tax purposes’).
= (1) sights; things seen.
(2) glasses to aid sight.
= (1) souls.
(2) alcoholic liquors.
(3) mental or moral attitude (“in high spirits’).

An interesting peculiarity is the occasional use of the plural
form to intensify the meaning expressed by the singular or to
suggest great quantity or extent, e.g.

the sands of the desert; the smows and frosts of the Antarctic;
the walers of the lake; the heavens above our heads; a walk
through the woods; swayed between hopes and fears.

EXERCISES
I Which of the alternatives in the following sentences
are correct? Give reasons.

(1) The committee was/were of the opinion that the
matter should be dealt with at once.

(2) The crowd behaved itself/themselves admirably.

(3) The congregation is/are not numerous tonight, but
it/they seems/seem to be listening very attentively to
the sermon. f

(4) The stafi was/were opposed to any change.

(s) The orchestra is/are playing tomorrow evening.

(6) The whole herd rushed headlong to its/their
destruction.
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_II What is the Plu&-l form of the following nouns?
<=1 Onlooker; looker-on tiger-lily; woman teacher; moth-ball;
major-general; madam,; manservant, jgganhﬂf_{:; man-
at-arms.

..l..‘--‘;:'

CHAPTER TFIVE

’NDUNS: (3) GENIJEIq

y At fg:d

ITI What is wrong with the following sentences, and why?
(1) I have come to perfect my knowledges of English,
(2) Can you give me any informations or advices on
this matter? (3) The news are good this evening, (4) I
opened the letter and it contained an important in-
formation. (5) I went to my doctor for an advice about
my health, (6) I have several jackets, but only one
trousers. (7) My pyjama is at the laundry.

IV Each of these words can have two different meanings.
Illustrate this in sentences.
spirits; letters; customs,; forces; grounds; minutes.

V What are the plural forms of the following:?
gentleman, lady-in-waiting, stepson, waichman, trade-
unION.

VI How would you describe:

(1) Two men named Smith, (2) The two daughters of
Mr, Jones. (3) The wives of the two men in (1)?
VII Give one word for the following:

(1) The table on which the games of () billiards, and
(b) cards are played. (2) One half of a pair of trousers.
(3) The place where the game of bowls is played. (4)
The board on which the game of draughts is played.
(5) An instrument for weighing groceries, etc.

The concept of gender has no grammatical function in modern
English_. It is possible, however, to group words into three
categories according to whether they can be replaced by the
pronouns ‘he’, ‘she’ or ‘it’ respectively. In all but a few cases
these categories correspond to the ideas of ‘male’, ‘female’ and
‘inanimate’. Animals are usually referred to by the pronoun
it, but may also be spoken of as ‘he’ or ‘she’ according to their
sex. Thus we have these categories:

MASCULINE GENDERJior all words representing males, e.g.
boy, king, uncle, prince.
FEMININE GENDER)or all words representing females, e.g.

girl, queen, aunt, princess.

ur inanimate objects, e.g.
book, house, pencil, table.

Words which may designate either males or females are
sometimes said to be of COMMON GENDER, e.g. cousin, friend,

child, etc.
MASCULINE AND FEMININE ForMms

Generally, when there is no wish to make a distinction of
seX, the masculine form is used. In other cases, however a *
separate form will be used for the female. This word may:

@c formed from the masculine by adding -ess (sometimes
ith other slight changes):

VIII Complete the following sentences with is, are, was,
were as appropriate:

(1) The clergy generally dressed in black. (2)
Greens a wholesome spring vegetable. (3) Wheat
used to make flour. (4) The first innings of the
Test match nearly disastrous for the English
team. (5) The Politics of Aristotle studied at

tord. (fascating (Fominine]
IX Comment fully on the meaning and number of the poet poetess priest priestess
following words, explaining differences of meaning author
between singular and plural forms where both exist: god aglélézls‘;ss iﬁepherd Shf!phﬁrdess
silll. it Bbenouseier.. shrciartes. dousoi, effiidc i }ge_ iscount  Viscountess
return, manner, glass, work, pain. h ICITESS ECt:‘Jl” actress
ost ‘hostess waiter waitress
@ [Jewess) |  emperor  empress
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42 A Comprehensive English Grammar ] Nouns: (3) Gender
Masculine Feminine Masculine  Feminine Masculine  Feminine Masculine  Feminine
giant giantess negro negress manservant — maidservant | man [riend — woman friend
Prince Princess tiger tigress boy cousin — girl cousin landlord — landlady
Baron Baroness murderer murderess boy friend — girl friend he-bear — she-bear
Count Countess Duke Duchess cock sparrow — hen sparrow | he-wolf — she-wolf
manager mmanageress Marquis (or peacock — peahen hf:-guat __J she-goat
lion lioness Marquess)! Marchioness tomcat — tabby cat billy- goat nanny-goat
master mistress conductor conductress There are a number of ‘foreign feminines’. The most

The only cases in which the masculine is formed from the ¢
feminine seem to be bridegroom® (from bride) and widower (from feminines are:

is heroine (masculine hero),

er examples of foreign

widow). Masculine Feminine Masculine  Feminine
[z} be 2 different word: executor  executrix prosecutor  prosecutrix
Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine (festator ﬂm) beau belle
3 2 Czar Czarina Sultan Sultana
boy girl bullock  heifer (Tsar) (Tsarina)
man woman brother sister _
sir madam gentleman lady ;q With regard to words of common gender, it is interest-
King Queen lord ing to note that occasionally for living beings we have three
Earl Countess son daughter words, one masculine, one feminine and one common gender,
father mother uncle aunt e.g
husband wife nephew niece Masculine Feminine Common
¢ -?E%—_ﬁﬁg (Spees/ 3 % } nun, * ° father mother parent
. 'j_Ls_ta-.Ilinldl' ) tutor governess boy } girl child
bull cow Wwizard witc m daﬂghmm:u'
_cock) ‘hen drake . duck ~ wo person
b .-LE_—{ m%’ IROYSr @ der “goose king queen monarch, sovereign, ruler
. 2 fcolt) %Q}‘k' bl dew Yiboh &oolmnter schoolmistress teacher
PRITC, T i 1
i A — 0 on mare horse
- ot (stag Jl_lljii.ﬁ-- : .F_ll Jam. (EWS am ewe shee
. boar SOW:> /. s fox vixen P
SN ID S ~ : - =Y boar SOW pig
* In words o the distinction of sex may  cock hen bird, fowl

be Shown by forming a compound word of which one element
denotes the sex, e.g.

& As you Sow,

e Thatd yoid reap

! Though this ends in -ess it is not a feminine noun.
! This was or ly

word became o
by -groom.
hirid = rear
colt = horst teed, ctalliom [
{i gow (v-) ™ Lydl i e o
=¥ a s ilid o Tad am )‘3 Y g i P o ol

Old lish: guma = a man). This
lete m& En;:lﬁl times and was replaced

EXERCISES

I What are the feminine forms of the following words?
chhrfﬂr: sir, monk; cock; widowey; execulor; for;
wizard; ambassador, marquis,
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Fill in the blanks:

(1) Josephine was a celebrated of the French.
(2) A woman becomes a on her wedding-day and
a thereafter. (3) When a woman becomes engaged
her fiancé refers to her as his . (4) Florence
Nightingale was the of the Crimean War,
(5) Sarah Bernhardt was a famous . (6) The former
Mrs. Simpson is now the of Windsor. (7) The
little piglets were suckled by the (8) Sauce for
the g is sauce for the g——(Proverd). (9) Barbara
Hutton became to the Woolworth millions. (10)
Sappho was a lyric
In how many ways can the feminine of English nouns
be formed?

Give two examples of each.

What are the genders of the following nouns?

table, draper, ship, baby, sovereign, professor, puppy,
chorus, representative, doctor, tomboy.

A wedding usually brings together members of several
families; it also causes certain changes in relation-
ships. About twenty words can be used to describe
those concerned. How many can you find?

Give five nouns of common gender.

Give three nouns with masculine and feminine forms
that you can use about:

religion, nobility, restaurants, iarm animals, ].w.

Give the alternative forms, masculine or femmme of:
tomcat, widow, wolf, emperor, bride, marquis.

CHAPTER S5IX

|NOUNS: (4) CASE

-

Grammatical case is the relation in which one noun or pronoun
stands to some other word in the sentence, or the form of the
noun or pronoun which shows that relation,

In Old EnEhsh nouns had fiye casgs, N_QW*F;%_ , Yocative,
Accusative, Genitive and Dative, each generally distinguished

. by “case endings’.
In modern English there is{oan one case ending for nouns,
thm&r—cﬁﬂnwm. 1ere 1s no distinction in form
between nouns that are in the nominative case and nouns that

are in the objective case, though there is this distinction with
some pronouns. (See p. g8.)

‘THE POSSESSIVE (GE}:ITWE} Cﬁf:J

@—g The possessive form of the noun (sometimes called the
axon Genitive') is formed as follows:
For singular nouns, by adding -'s.
The boy's book (i.e. the book of the boy).
Tom'’s house (i.e, the house of Tom).
Keats's poems (i.e. the poems of Keats).

== With some names, chiefly classical ones, ending in -s, we
use only the apostrophe:

- Hercules’ labours; Phoebus’ horses; St. Agnes’ Eve; Moses'
laws; Sophocles’ plays.
So also in: {or gogdness’ sake, for conscience’ sake,

-

For plural nouns ending in -s by adding apostrophe only:;
The boys' house (i.e. the house of the boys).
The soldiers’ horses (i.e. the horses of the soldiers).

For plural nouns not ending in -s (a very limited number)
by adding 's, e.g.

1Theusualending for the Old English genitive singular was -es, When,
later, the - was omitted, its absence was shown by an apostrophe ('),

45
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46 A Comprehensive English Grammar

The men's room (i.e. the room of the men),
The women's Society (i.e. the Society of the v:-:::-men).
The children's voices (i.e. the voices of the children).

Th@can have three pronunciations;

[s] with words ending in voiceless consonants (except [s].
[, [tf]) e.g. Smith’s, cat’s, Philip's. .

[z] with words ending in vowel sounds or voiced consonants
(except [z). [3]) and [d3]) e.g. boy's, lady’s, Bob's.

[iz] with words ending in [s], (3]. [z], [f]. [d3]. [t]] e&.
horse's, judge’s, James's, wilch's.

@—%When the ‘possessor’ is represented by a number of
words, the possessive ending is used with the last one only, e.g.

Crosse & Blackwell’s jam; Bryant & May's matches; Jones,
the butcher’s, shop; my father-in-law’s house; The Prince of
Wales's feathers; my father and mother’s friends.
The possessive, or genitive case shows possession, using
e word * ion” in its widest sense. Thus the possessive
form ‘John's father’ does not mean-that John ‘possesses his
father, nor does ‘Shak 's death’ mean that Shakespeare
‘possessed’ death. The Genitive form is used to indicate not
only possession in the strict sense of the word but something,
signified by another noun, which appertains to the person.
V| The possessive form is used chiefly with the names’ of
human beings and some animals, e.g. __foh:_l:'s Jriend; .E!frs.
Brown's car; the cat's tail; a spider’s web. With inanimate things
we use the ‘of construction. Thus we say: :
‘the window of the room’, not ‘the room’s window".

and similarly:
The colours of the flowers; the noise of the traffic; the walls

of the house: the foot of the mountain.

There are.some exceptions to this rule:
d_’ﬂ‘ In the case of nouns denoting measurement, time or space,
or quantity, as:
a week's holiday; two days’ wages; a year's absence; an hour's
time; today’s post; yesterday's news; a stone's throw; a har's

breadth; a pound’s worth.

Nouns: (4) Case 47

In a number of traditional idiomatic expressions:

.ﬂt his wifs' end; out of Aarm's way, to your heart's content;
in my mind's eye; to get one's money’'s worth.

SUBJECTIVE AND OBJECTIVE GENITIVE

When a possessive word qualifies a not -
thing of verbal force (i.e. that genntes an a?:lg::rﬁl ,a:hl:aa:;:?;n
of this noun to the ive word may be that of (a) a verb
to a subject, or (4) a verb to an object. Thus:
“Thompson’s murder’ may imply (a) that Thom -
mitted the murder, or (b) that Tio{m}psnn was muprz.::efl?m
‘The King's praise’ may imply (a) that the King praised
someone {'Hg was pleased by the King’s praise’), or () that
someone praised the King (‘He is always singing the King's
praise’).

Similarly with the ‘of’ ¢ i

ey grssoc e onstruction when the noun has a
“The love of his wife’ may imply (a) that he Joved his wife
;{'}{e did that for love of his wife’), or (b) that his wife loved
him ("He was happy in the love of his wife’).
‘The punishment of the teacher’ may imply (a) that the
teacher gave punishment, or (b) that the teacher received
punishment. |

In the examples (a), the genitive case indicates th j
5 (@), e subject
or doer of the action. They are SUBJECTIVE GENITIVE. In ]the
examples (b) it indicates the object or receiver of the action.
They are examples of the OBJECTIVE GENITIVE.

ErLiericar Use oF THE GeExmive

e-ﬁi;! The genitive is frequently used ‘elliptically’ i e wi
a headword when referring to a buﬁinesa,q}ildii;;‘c‘_ﬂ ithout

zh:;?:ts fot;: Eo the butcher's this morning. (butcher's = but-
I bought this at Harridge's (shop).

We visited St. Paul’s (C athedral).

He was educated at Merchant Taylors' (School).

We are‘having dinner at my aunt’s (house) tonight.

follow us on facebook: facebook.com/CSSTimes
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48 A Comprehensive English Grammar

The headword is sometimes omitted to avoid repetition:
She put her arm through her brother’s (arm).
I have read some of Shaw’s plays, but none of Shakespeare's.
William's is the only homework that is never badly done.
‘Whose book is this?' ‘It's John's.’

The ‘of’ construction cannot be used with ‘classifying

genitives’, i.e. genitives that are completely adjectival, e.g.
He is a ship’s carpenter. (NOT: ‘the carpenter of a ship’.)
She is a lady's maid.
He has a doctor's degree.
It was a summer’s day.

g—‘@ With proper nouns the genitive is perhaps commoner
th e of construction; the latter is used mainly for balance.

So we say:
‘Henry's work’ but ‘the work of Henry and John'; ‘Scott’s
Wauverley’ but “The collected novels of Scott’.
We should also use the of construction in order to avoid
putting an's to a long phrase, e.g.
Richard Cromwell was the son of Oliver Cromwell, the
Protector of England. (Not: ‘Oliver Cromwell the Protector
of England’s son’.)
This is the car of the man we met. (NoT; ‘the man we e}’s

car'.)
\ THE DouBLE POSSESSIVE

@ An idiomatic construction of the language is the use of
the s Torm and of together:

He is a friend of Henry's. We saw a play of Shaw's.1

This construction is very similar in meaning to ‘one of
Henry's friends’; ‘one of Shaw’s plays’.

A difference is that a friend of Henry's, a play of Shaw's,
could be said if Henry had only one friend or if Shaw had
written only one play. ‘One of Henry's friends’, ‘one of Shaw’s
plays’, could not be said if this were the case.

This construction is of importance since it enables us to
make a difference in meaning between:

1 See also p. 109.

= A portrail of Rembrandi (= one portraying him),

and

- A porirail of Rembrandt's (=

longing to him).
or between:
— @ eriticism of Shaw (= opinion about Shaw}.

and

== @& crilicism of Shaw's (= opinions by Shaw).

EXERCISES

I Express by using the possessive form:

II

111

IV

The car of my father. The car of m

er. y parents. The
m ufﬂ ?{v?lour::nn-law. The toys of the children.
Sophodli;l. the Conqueror. The plays of

- £ 2 g
: a:;sress by means of idioms containing a possessive

(1) In one year from now (2) I got ¢

ow., (2 good value for the
money I spent. (3) I live very near here. (4) I bought
potatoes to the value of five pence, (5) I have enough
work here to last me for a week. (6) He very narrowly
missed colliding with another car.

C;:rmbines I?gk means of a double possessive:
play — espeare; friend — John: f - :
hobby — Cecil; work — Hugo. ) R
Combine the following in fwo wa result in di
i ys to It in different
:B;I;mgs In each case explain the difference. 1
otograph — Cecil Beaton. A judgment — thi
famous historian. A condemnation — .
An opinion — my father. s

Int::oducc poisessive cases into each of the following
sentences, where possible, making an

changes in wording. e
(1) That house belongs to my sisters. (2) The refectory
of the brethren has a fine vaulted ceiling, (3) Those
careless visitors left the gate of the field open. (4) This
tie was good value for ten shillings. ( 5) An unexpected
turn Tn[ the wheel of Fortune made him a rich man,
(6) November 1st, the day of All Saints, is called

follow us on facebook: facebook.com/CSSTimes
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in England. He borrowed a book belonging
to me last ﬁi&k. [E%T%he Cathedral of St. Giles is the
principal church in Edinburgh. (g) There 1s a shop
belonging to Freeman, Hardy and Willis in almost
every English town. (10) We set out on our journéy on
a cold morning in winter. (11) After climbing for two
hours we were glad to take a rest for a few minutes.
(12) Here are the football results for today. (13) They
have worked well all day today. (14) A drive of 500
miles in a small car is very tiring. (15) As we ﬂew;uuth
the peaks of the Alps were gleaming in the sunlight.

How do you interpret the meaning of the possessive
form in the following sentences?

(1) The President’s proclamation was welcomed by the
people. (2) The President’s assassination caused 2
political crisis. (3) Peter’s photograph in the exhibition
was much praised. (4) John's wedding presents were
magnificent. (5) The general opinion of the critic 1s not
very favourable.

VII Introduce a genitive form in the following where

VIII

IX

possible, changing words as may be necessary.
(1) Blenheim Palace is the residence of the Dukes of
Marlborough. (z) To live abroad is the desire of his
heart. (3) The shop of Blackwell, the bookseller, is in
Broad Street. (4) We had tea at the restaurant of
Fortnum & Mason. (5) The crest of the Prince of Wales
is three feathers. .

Describe the forms of genitive used in the following
sentences. R Ok A
1) Those shoes are my brothers. (2 :
%13:5&5 were superbly harnessed. (3) Shakespeare’s
birth took place at Stratford-on-Avon. {4) St. John's
is a well-known College in Oxford. (5) That officer
holds a master’s certificate.

ther asked a distinguished musician to
chm;{;n:nf 1?@: her daughter play the piano, which he
agreed to do. When the girl had finished playing, the
following conversation took place: |
MoTaeR: Do tell me what you think of my daughter’'s
execution. $in
DistiNGUISHED Musiciax: Madam, I thinkit would be
an excellent ideal

Comment on this

CHAPTER SEVEN

. (an), and ghe are generally called ‘articles’; a (an) is
NDE ARTICLE &EM E ARTICLE) The definite
article is invariable for gender and number. The indefinite
icle is invariable for gender; it is not used with plural nouns.
- &4l has the pronunciation [3] weak form, [ei] strong form.
- has the pronunciation [an] weak form; [n) strong form,
The weak forms are almost always used in normal speech.

is used before a word beginning with a consonant sound;
ore a word beginning with a vowel sound. Examples:

a day, a boy, a train, an apple, an open book, an angry child,
hour, amhonest man, @whonourable act, an)heir.
is used sometimes even before a normally aspirated s |
when the stress does not fall on the first syllable of the word,
e.g. (an hotel, @an) historical novel. =

—_—

‘We say @ Ewropean, @ University, @ useful book, @) one-eyed
man use the first sound in each of these words is not a
sound but a consonant one.

as three pronunciations:

—@ [0a] when followed by a consonant sound, eg.

the boy [0a boi]; the cat [0a kat]; the university
[03 ju:ni'va:siti].

{z) [0i] when followed by a vowel sound:
the apple [01 “apl]; the ear [di i3]; the heiress [3i "earis]. .

[8i:] when specially emphasized. In print it would appear
in italics, e.g.

I was told you were Mr. Crosby; are vou the Mr, Crosby?
['di: 'mista "krozbi] -

He was one of the first persons, if not the first person to
drive a car.

‘I am never at a loss for a word; Pitt is never at a loss for
the word."
! Said by Charles James Fox (1749-1806), a great orator, about his
rival William Pitt (1759-1800), an even greater crator,

51
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Historically, the ‘articles’ are really adjectives. (The/was
originally a form of{thaf,Ja demonstrative adjective. You can
see its nature as a demonstrative with the meaning that in such
sentences as:
~— I was not there at the time (i.e. at that particular time).
- I told him I was busy at #h¢ moment. That car cost £z,500

and was cheap at fhe price. He is an engineer, or something

of the kind. Lend you money? I shall do nothing of the kind.

In Old Engil.i'shas a numeral adjective. A stressed form
became modern English one,; an unstressed form became an.

was used before consonant sounds as well as before vowel
sounds until about r300 and before sounded 4 until 1700 or
later. At about the fifteenth century a, an were often written
joined to the noun. Owing to a later wrong division we get
an apron (original a napron, cf. French nappe), an adder
(original @ nadder), an orange (original a norange), a newt (for-

merly an ewt).
' 'THE INDEFINITE ARTICLE'

The indefmite article is used only before singular countable

nouns.!
The plural of a book, a year, a child, is:
books (or some books), years (some years), children (some
children).
¢ The indefinite article is used:
«(1With the meaning one,? any, it doesn’t matter which, e.g.

52

" L]

I have @sister and two brothers. The animals came in two

The Articles

«{3-Before dozen, hundred, thousand miliion

There are@ dozen ' :

Rhis €ggs here. @) hundred sheep were in the
(Note that when these
plural verb.)

~{4pBefore singular predicative! nouns denoting a profession

trade, religion, class, et
B 00t Do ot hér:, }c (In some languages the article

iie:ge};ants :u be@n)engineer. Mary’s father is@» officer

Bhe ) VY. You ought not to call him¢ fool. The Kin
e 11m@lord. He was@ Muslim not 2 Christian, I ihg

@XConservative or @ Socialist? - £ i

*But if the noun denotes a title or offi : |
: | ce that can '
by one person at a time, the indefinite article js n?::lgsgﬁ h:!gd

- They made him King (NoT: ‘a King’
Ing (NOT: ‘@ King').-Mr. Priest|
Professor of English at Oxbridge Universityes{:grw?:

Mﬁ‘f El:: Il;h']) As Chairman of the Society, I'call on
Iﬁswx' peak. Nelson became Captain of the Victory in

'it tl not used after the verb furs ; ! .
n the

He was (@ Conservative
- ut he turned ali
eacher till he turned writer, Soctalist. He used to

*
nor after the nouns rank or #l, eg.
He gained th ; i
gain e rank of Colonel. He was given the title of

53

words are in the squect, they take a

<5mIt is used also to refer to
e.g.
@Hr. Johnson called to see

a person known only as a name

you when you were out.

at(@time. {4 )stitch in time saves nine’ (Proverd). A triangle (The@gives the meaning ‘I have no idea who he j

has three sides. Please pass me@fork.
«={2)e In certain expressions of measurement:
He drove the car at ninety miles@n)

624p

times(@week. He earns {1,000 @year.

1 See also Determinatives, Chiapter 1o0.
* One is used when the numeral is emphasized.

hour. This material is
ard. Butter is 20p@pound. We have lessons three

hhﬁm Mr. Johnson )"~ manans > Jthe said
ith th ' !
. ] 1::35 l:ueanmg 2ame n proverbs and certain fixed
P-_lrgjs ’tli‘fh@.feather flock together (a feather = the same
+ M€y were much of 4 size (= of the same size)

' Predica
tive nouns are i
18 £0 be, make, etc., see Pa;;uil:’if?:umg the complement of verbs such

follow us on facebook: facebook.com/CSSTimes
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M ) .
~{ 7)=Before a noun ih apposition when the thing or person is 1
assumed to be unfamiliar, e.g. The Articles 55
Plakje,@;k‘.nglish Poe;ﬁ I_Ll.owtnn,@smau town in Lancashire I Rond Ciadton i oy
Lycidas’, @ poem by Milton. . . (1) The cat. (2) The owl. (3) The heir. (5) The host.
—{8)-In exclamatory sentences' introduced by “What’, wher: (5) The United States, (6) The one and only. (7) That's
the noun is singular and countable: {lgitm;hz: 1?[&' ,I".“fﬁf:r; It :i:egi:u“know. (8) ‘That's Mr.
: . - ’ oms . at, the Mr, William Morris?’
o Th":ll"at@{“:hsi.:hc“;‘g to dol %at@tgrett}r gui;‘;ﬂlat@ day day we met was a wonderful day; but thc;rg:; Eﬂﬁ?
ndefinite Article is not used with uncountabie nouns: married wi the day, (10) He gets pai
What weather we are having! What good milk this is! Sy ;‘;t ’f’l"’ the week. R R T S,
What care he's taken with this! me:: into the ﬂ“ﬁ“]zr I
ok 4 o Aids 3 ‘. » women and children; voofs; cherries' wives: ;
count : . . wives; feel,
511%1;.: ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ What@pity’, though pily is generally an un hundreds of times,; L'urapmns{ Africans, Am;:-ia{;#:,;,
= s Asians and Ausiralians; potatoes and other vegetables,:

—{(g} In a number of phrases, e.g. i i i‘lfppafi]!]amf in vivers; intelligent students,
' ; M : . 1 nsert the indefinite article in the blank space
It's@pity that . . .; I want to keep this(@ secret; as@rule necessary. Otherwise leave the space hla.nl{;P s where

[t's @ pity tha
i : to be i temper; all of@sudden; it's(
to be in@hurry; to n @ per; ——GH— 2 (1) —— geometry set contains —— ruler — pair of

shame to do that; to takeg@)interest in; to take@pride i1 peeiis -
2 . A passes, rotracto —_— ivi
to take(@ydislike to; to e @ fool of oneself; to be in i (2) His father wasp Ia\:}:gnd ca:?:?df z?f gcfdﬂs'
position to; to have @headache |@pain 6) cold jcough (bu year. (3) Go and buy half —— pound of sugar.
to have toothache, earache, rtheumatism, i ): to hav: (4) One tenth of thousand is —— hundred, and
ind to; to have@fancy for; to have@chance /opportunity *-h?um? thousands are million. (5) What
: - o LA : sl —— nuisance! I left meat on the table and the
to; at @ discount/premium; on @n) average; @short time dog has eaten it. (6) For breakfast we have =
ago. ridge, —— bacon and eggs, or sometimes — fish,
Notice also the constructions jsuch g and we end up with —— toast and marmalade or
e.g. ; as__ ‘Ppét'- (7) H'-L_ beca;na l member of Parliament
: 4 —— Lonservative, but later turned —— Socialist
I havej}ad such “,h“;‘y dg{e Ther; Eethe:g a I:ti :l; “tpmphﬂ. and Betaria Maaber fox Sals T oo
there. Many a ship has been wr - = humorous man your friend is, and what fun he is!
fool. | (9) Byrd, Elizabethan musician, wrote many
and the constructio e.g. . Motets,
We have not had so Eﬂﬂd a dax as this for a long time. N Explgm the senses in which the indefinite articles are
used in the following sentences:
EXERCISES (1) 'Shall we give her a book for Christmas?* ‘Oh, she
: , already has a book.’ (2) We shall be late if we don't
I Put ‘a’ or ‘an’ in front of the following words or take a taxi. (3) Some modern planes can fly at over a
phrases: thousand miles an hour. (4) A4 score of people is twenty
university; ome-sided affasr; homest deal; history of people. (5) My brother is studying to be & doctor,
England; historical : ewe; wuninientsional misiake, VI Supply the indefinite artic] ;i i
N :'_'""".?; imb Dottle: 4 f';}."l'-.;rl-" y : n icles where reguired in the
: ! See page 316. (1) He used to be —— missionary in Africa but now he
1s —— Rector of this parish. (2) * man's man

for all that." (3) As —— Leader of the Opposition he
receives an official salary. (4) He was so ravenously
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hungry that he ate three sandwiches at —— mouthful. The Articles 57
(s) “Much of —— muchness’ means that there is little . . ] _ ! i
difference between two things. (6) Where there’s —— OI:‘;E ,“P?;E} ‘a‘nme there was a little boy who lived in a
will there’'s —— way. (7) What —— weather we are - cottage. /e cottage was in the country and the boy bhad
having and what —— abominable climate this is! * hived there all his life, |
(8) King Lear, ——play by Shakespeare, is among the . : : : . _
greatest of all tragedies, (o) T have —— corn on my foot m;m;eﬁlirégnlt?:;twl&a h;:re introduces a new thing or person;
but it's less painful than —— toothache. (r0) We B bioned article, the denotes a thing or person already
haven’'t —— hope of catching the train now. é,m. pued,

VII Express the following by sentences containing an Q‘) Before a noun which is followed by a defining prepositional
indefinite article: phrase e.g.
(1) The animals went in fwo by fwo. (2) One pound of Qbattle of Trafalgar;fhic)Palace of “'estminster;@lmuse
meat costs about thirty pence. (3) In one year - with green shutters; (f/id) road to London; (fi¢) letter from
a teacher has holidays three times. (4) Someone B erica: @fnurteenth of Aoe] 1 s
called Mr. Rolfe rang up and asked for you. (5) I : April,
have u;n hﬂm many times out with his dog. (6) My @.(5} Before ordinals in titles, e.g.
stomach aches. (7) People of similar tastes enjoy one Tl : ~14, > %
another’s company. (8) The play we saw wasn't much 6]91‘;:;“ Elizabeth 11 (Queen Llldabeth@bﬂt ond).
good. (9) He asked me not fo mention the matler lo ore a common noun followed by a pro ¥
anyone else. (10) He behaved very foolishly. (11) I got @_( ks bl

“ o ot : s identifies it, e.g.
ese goods more cheaply by buying a large quantity. b ny e .
(12) They generally go to the seaside but this year they @pﬁmet Mercury; poet HFDH:@ play ‘King Lear".
changed their plans without warning anyone, (13) He = Nouns expressing trades or professions often follow the

was given the opportunity of travelling round the world, proper noun; they are preced
lucky fellow! (14) That book was written when my gEope y preceded by ihe, eg.

grandfather was young. 51\223@ butcher; 131‘01&'1],@ General Manager; Lizaie,

ITHE DEFINITE ARTICLE E =Similarly with nouns in apposition:

The definite article can be used before sagular or plural Rome, fiidcapital of Italy.
nouns whether countable or uncountable, @-(?) Belore the name of a country that is a union of smaller
The definite article is used: tities, e.g.
e e T i e * o . ™
@ —(1) Before a noun that is to be particularized by a defining Lhig)United lungdom,@ USSR
relative clause ! e.g. ; or one that is plural in form, e.g.
This isffhd book that I promised to lend you. @Nﬁther]"mdsi@m’liﬁd States.
@ ~2) With the meaning: ‘the only one’, e El:l in caseslv:*heire a cu:;tmng;uun which usually accompanied
o o : 1L : = gographical name has been dropped, e.g.
%ﬂaﬁrg;]m theleast and sets méu est. é ha Blble,&t) Saliara {desart);@(:rimea ferineada).
i : 8) Before groups of Islands, e
. gt <2 oy ; . . G
@ —3) :‘;th the meaning: “The one we have just spoken about’, West Indies,@l-lebrides, ¢’ Bahamas.
! For defining and non-defining clauses, see pages 3:4-6. * Note that in writin

g the date we omit i ;
date we generally put them e and of, but in reading

: in, e.g., May 15th (The fifteentl
May); 25th July (The twenty-fifth of July or July the iwent;r-ﬁﬁr;l].‘ ¥
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@——{9) Betore the names of rivers, chains of mountains and

eans, e.g.
@Thames@ Danube, flie) Atlantic, {he) Alps, {the) Andes.
(®—{10) Before the names of ships, trains and aeroplanes, e.g.
Queen Mary, @3 Flying Scotsman, {2 Comet.

@ —(11) Before the names of hotels, shops, institutions, etc., where
the name is an impersonal one, e.g.

Ritz Hotel,@ Army and Navy Stores, @Midlﬂnd
ank,@ Odeon Cinema.

@ ——(12) Before a singular countable noun to make a generalization
about a species, e.g.

horse is being replaced by@tractar.

@._.(13} Before the names of musical instruments used in a general
sense:

Mrs. Priestley plays @pimm; Mr. Priestley is leaming@
violin.
@._(14] Befare(superlativ@gsed attributively, e.g.
This is@ oldest building in Canterbury.
sometimes before{superlatives]used adverbially, e.g.
I like Shakespeare but it is modern drama that interests me
most. - ,
People who lhave those seats in the theatre will pay@]east.
and before{superlativesjused as nouns, e g.
This is @9 best 1 can do.
most he can get is a fine of £5.

@) ——{15) Beforefadjectivesfused as nouns denoting a whole class:'
The) rich (= rich people) should hEIp{fha)p&or (= poor
people).
[The)French cook better than @Eﬂg! ishi.

-— The definite article is not used:

e T, e B e i P N B e
@_____[I} Before abstract nouns used in a general sense, e.g.
- Life is very hard for some people. (xoT: ‘the life’.)
We will have freedom or death. (NoT: ‘the freedom’, etc.)

1 See also page 63.

The Articles 59

we use : jmi
‘mqualiﬁed,%, before abstract nouns that are limited or

life we live here is hard.
freedom of the seas. .

e — .

work that we do. .

€(z) Before names of materials used in a general sense, e.g.
Butter is made from cream. (NoT: ‘the butter’ ‘the

!I‘E o —
Wheat i1s grown in Canada.

Before plural nouns used in a
Books are my best friends.

@79 books that are on the table are mine.

In the second sentence we are referri i
s + erring pot to books i
general but to some particular books. ® } i

r&{,} Before names of meals used in a general sense, e g,
Come to dinner/lunch /tea with me,

general sense, e g.

Are you coming tﬂ@dinner that we are having 1n London
next week?
%} Before most proper nouns, e.g.

I walked in Hyde Park. (xoT: ‘the Hyde Park') Do yon
Q know Regent Street? Lucille comes from Trance.
6)

Before Lake, Cape, Mount:

.I.'ake Superior, Loch (== Scottish ‘Lake’) Lomond. Cape
‘Wrath, Cape Cod, Mount Everest, Mount Vesuvius.

%tjh&n these words are followed by(ef Je.g.

Lake @I.uceme:f. ape @Gnorl Hupe:@ .-".fuunt@

Olives,
%} Before titles followed by a proper noun, e.g.

King George: Doctor Livingstone; Professor Russell: Lord
Byron; President Lincoln.

With the names of languages, e.g- She speaks Spanish.
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@®——9) With words like school, church, prison, wivisiwelessineg rk to download more E-Books

expressed concerns the use made of the building, e.g.
= He has gone to school (to learn).
— They are in church just now (to worship).
.
— He has gone tu@schml (just to see the place).
- They are in@church just now (merely looking round).

@-—.‘_(m] Before the names of seasons and festivals, e.g.

Winter is the best time for reading.
We are going there in spring/at Easter/on Boxing Day.

@—-{11} With words like cook, nurse, teacher when they have the
meaning ‘our cook]teacher’, eg.
Cook has made mince-pies for Christmas.
Teacher was very pleased with my work.
Here they have the function of names, so the omission of the
article is natural.

(@®——{12) Sometimes before predicative superlatives, e.g.
The sea 1s deepest about twenty miles from the coast.
He 1s happiesi when he is working.
Your help was most valuable.
(See also Adjectives p. 76.)

@——(13} In various stock phrases: \ )
He showed great bravery gn face of danger. I'n place of meat

we are having fish. We are in sight of land. Afrange 'Ie‘h ks
in order of size. He is beyond reach of danger now, The car
was damaged beyond hope of repair. They set off under cover

of darkness. In case of fire ring the bell. He did it by wg of
helping me. As soon as I sef foof on the island he wanted to

shake hands with me. She 1S going to keep house for. . . . The
ship has sef sail. This will easily caich fire. We came by land fiby
sea by air. To go on board ship. . . . To stay at home. . . . To
be out of doors. The men work by day but not by night. He is
in debtin trouble. At daybreak[sunset. He did the work for

Tove, not Jor money. The ship is af anchor.

The Articles

| Ioiouatic Use or @)

 There is an idiomatic use of /e with the comparative
adjectives.!

Lhe harder you work, ¢he more you will be paid.

The more he gets, the more he wants,

The sooner that work is finished, the better,

I hope a lot of peo

merrier.

EXERCISES

I Which one of these words, used in a general sense, must

I1

be preceded by the definite article? Why?
milk, buller, cheese, eggs, cows, cow.

Insert the definite article where necessary:

(1) —— boy over there is worst in the class at
Fl’:ﬂ:l:l. (2) Magna Carta was signed by King
John in year 1215. (3) Armistice came ou
—— eleventh day of —— November 1918. (4) —
Armistice Day is now observed on -—— nearest Sunday
to eleventh of November, (5) Treaty
of Versailles laid down harsh terms, (6) —---
supervisor inspects all —— work. (7) All work
and no play makes Jack a daull boy. (8) My
brother is a sportsman; he plays tennis, ——
football, cricket and —— hockey: my sister is a
musician; she plays harp, piano and
violin, (9) Brown, chenust, sells pills. (ro)
Have you had —— tea yet? Yes, I had it out, and my
friend paid bill. (11) ——monkeys are intelligent
animals. Yes, but they are not most intelligent of
all —— animals. (12) He is a student of architec-
ture; an important part of his studies is —— History
of Architecture, (13) world opinion is against
aggression. (14) In opinion of Captain
Brown —— shortest way to Japan would be
through —— Panama Canal. (15) —— information on
this matter is lacking, or at least information we
are all wanting. (16) Which do you prefer, Lake
Geneva or —— Lake of Constance? (17) What is -—
difference between middle age and Middle
Ages? (18) pen is mightier than sword. (rog)

1 See 'Adjectives’, page 77.
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—— Prince Philip is Duke of Edinburgh. (20) -
Duke of Windsor was once King of England.
(21) —— Queen is —— queen of England and also

of other countries in —— Commonwealth. (22) Which
language do you speak better, German or ——
French? (23) French language is better known
bere than —— Russian. (24) I go to —— school every
day except Sundays; then I go to —— church.
(25) life 1s hard, especially life of an altruist.
(26) We read papers every day to improve our
English vocabulary. (27) irregular verbs in
French language are very difficult. (28) They always

give postman a present at Christmas time.
(29) —— eldest son of —— Edward —— Third was
called Black Prince. (30) burglars were sent to
—— gaol for six months. (31) I prefer going
by sea to going in —— train. (32) —— Domestic

Science College teaches girls how to keep ——
house. (33) Avoid short cuts. —— longest way
round is often shortest way home. (34) Many boys
leave school at eighteen to begin —— military
service, (35) Oxford Street is one of busiest

streets in —— London,

Use each of these words in two sentences, once with
and once without a definite article:

teacher; botht; all'; princess; rich, life; cream,; dinner;
church; glass; irom; tin.

Explain the sense in which the defifite article is em-
ployed in these three sentences:

(1) That’s the man you are looking for. (2) The Lord
Chancellor is the principal law officer of the Govern-
ment. (3) I met two foreigners yesterday, The one was
here to study English but the other had come to Eng-
land for a holiday.

Change these sentences into the plural:

(1) The telephone is almost a necessity in the modern
world. (2) The book he bought at the auction proved to
be a first edition. (3) This boy is going to school to-
morrow for the first time but his brother has been 1n
the sixth form at the Grammar School for some time.
(4) ‘'The daring young man on the flying trapeze’ (title
of popular song). (5) The ape is the animal nearest to
man in appearance.

1These words are sometimes followed, though never preceded by ‘the’

(see also pages B3, 125, 128).

more E-Books

The Articles

‘W1 Supply articles where you think they are required:

il

(1) This house is for sale; in fact they have just put up
for sale notice in window. (2) 1914 marks end of epoch,
(3) Now that he wears long trousers Johnny looks very
much grown-up. (4) He is charming and so is his wife,
but their daughter is mnost charming. (5) When I was
fourteen I was sent away to boarding school. School
hall was very ancient but did not provide room for all
boys attending school.

Explain why the definite article is used or omitted in
the following :

(1) Faith is the finest of human qualities, but the faiths
of the West differ widely from those of the East. (z2)

. Milk is sold by the pint but sugar is sold by weight.
._E}_T he Lord Mayor's Banquet always takes place in

(4) The more we are together, the merrier we

. shall be. (5) Cider is made from the juice of apples.

sg) The Easter holidays were very pleasant but at
hitsuntide we had only two days' break. (7) The
Channel Islands are a favourite resoit of" tourists.

? As soon as you hear the result of your examination,
do

send word. (9) Patience is a virtue. (10) Many

~ English inns are called the King George the Fourth,

iz
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CHAPTER EIGHT

The traditional definition of an adjective is ‘a word used to
describe or give more information about a nnun‘{_ﬂm‘. rather
more fully, ‘a word that qualifies a noun, adds to 1ts meamng
but limits its application’. An example will make this Jatter
definition clearer. The noun ‘house’ can be used to signify any
house. ‘The big house’ tells more about the house but limits the
application (it rules out all small houses). “The big new house
tells still more, but narrows the field still further. The descrip-
tion ‘The big, new, white house’ applies to only a very few
houses; it gives the fullest picture, and the most limited
application.

Adjectives can be used in two ways: «{1} attributively,
~{z)-predicatively.
% Adjectives are used attributively when they qualify a noun.
e.g.
Henry is an honest, hardworking boy.* poe
Mr. Brown has just bought a new, powerful and very
expensive car,

% Adjectives are used predicatively when they form the predi-
cate with the verb or other verbs of incomplete predica-

tion. So in the sentence:
“That is a new house’
the adjective new is used attributively. In the sentence:

|THE ATTRIBUTIVE AND PREDICATIVE USE OF ADJECTWEEI

@The objection could be made that in using such a definition we are
cunfusing a moun (which is a word) with a thing. Thus if we say that in
the phrase ‘a big house’ big is an adjective describing the noun house
we have fallen into an error in definition. It is the thing 'house’ that is
big and not the noun ‘house’. This is true, of course. Nouns are words,
and words are merely symbols for things. It is the thing meant by the
noun that is described. Whenever, therefore, for the sake of brevity,
we speak of adjectives describing ‘nouns’ this distinction should be
kept in mind.

by
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*“That house is new.’
the adjective new is used predicatively.
Other examples of the predicative use of adjectives after
verbs of incomplete predication are:
Richard is very fired. The dog was hungry. 1 thought him
very iﬂtﬁ!f:‘§cn!, That boiler makes the water hot. His efforts
proved useless. Tom has fallen asleep. Mary dyed her hair
brown.
, that in interrogative sentences, formed by inversion of
ject and verb, the predicative adjective comes after the
subject, e.g.
the house new?’ Was the car expensive? Isn't Miss Jackson
pretty? Aren't these peaches delicious?

Most adjectives can be used attributively or predicatively;
but some, especially those that begin with can only be
used predicatively, e.g.

E_lgcﬁ. agraﬁi, awake, alone, aware, alive, afloat, ashamed,
(Lonient, gxempl, unable. Y ) Sy
A few, e.g. former, latler, inner, outer can only be used attri-
butively.
Adjectives, whether predicative or attributive, are invariable
for number, gender, person or case.

EDiECTI\FES FUNCTIONING AS Nauxsl

As has been already pointed out (p. 5), many English
words can belong to more than one part of speech, and the
deliberate use of a word that is normally one part of speech to
do the work of a different part of speech is a characteristic
feature of English. Thus, words that are usually adjectives may

ion as nouns. In this case they are always preceded by
the definite article and, if_they refer