Course: Genesis of Pakistan Movement (538)

Semester: Spring, 2022
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

Q.1 Evaluate the role of Syed Ahmed Khan in the growth of Muslim Community in India. Why did he
insist on the acquisition of western education? Discuss.

Pakistan nationalism is the direct outcome of Muslim nationalism, which emerged in India in the 19th century.

Its intellectual pioneer was Sir Syed Ahmad Khan.

Belonging to a family which had roots in the old Muslim nobility, Sir Syed’s prolific authorship on the Muslim

condition.in India (during British rule) and his activism in the field of education helped formulate nationalist

ideas in‘the’Muslims of the region.

These ideas went#on to impact and influence a plethora of Muslim intellectuals, scholars, politicians, poets,

writers and journalists #who then helped evolve Syed’s concept of Muslim nationalism into becoming the

ideological doctrine and soul of the very idea of Pakistan.

Syed’s influence also rangdoudly in the early formation of Pakistan nationalism.

However, his influence in this ¢ontext began to recede from the mid-1970s when certain drastic internal as well

as external economic events; and a(calamitous war with India in 1971, severely polarised the Pakistan society.

With the absence of an established form 0f democracy, this polarisation began to be expressed through the

airing of radical alternatives such as neo-Pan-Islamism.

The Pan-Islamic alternative managed to elicit4a pepular response from a new generation of urban bourgeoisie

and petty-bourgeoisie. Its proliferation was also ‘banktolled by oil-rich Arab monarchies which had always

conceived modernist Muslim nationalism as an opponent.

As a reaction, the Pakistan state changed tact and tried to retainsthe, wavering status quo by rapidly co-opting

various aspects of pan-Islamism; even to the extent of sacrificing ‘many of the state’s original nationalist

notions.

The gradual erosion of the original nationalist narrative created wide open spaces. These spaces were rapidly

occupied, and then dominated by ideas which had been initially rejected by.the Pakistani state and nationalist

intelligentsia.

Dr Mubarak Ali has insightfully noted one very important (but often ignored) factorithat helped create a sense

of nationhood among sections of Muslims in India — that is, the manner in which Urdu began testeplace Persian

as the preferred language of Muslims in India.

As Muslim rule receded, immigrants from Persia and Central Asia stopped travelling and settling/mn, India

because now there were little or no opportunities left for them to bag important posts in the courts of Muslim

regimes.

The importance and frequency of Persian ebbed, gradually replaced by Urdu — a language which began to form

in India from the 14th century CE.

Largely spoken by local Muslims (most of whom were converts); by the early 19th century, Urdu had already

begun to make its way into the homes of the Muslim elite as well. This helped the local Muslims to climb their
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way up the social ladder and begin to fill posts and positions which were once the exclusive domain of Persian
and Central Asian immigrants.

This initiated the early formation of a new Muslim grouping, mostly made-up of local Muslims who were now
enjoying social mobility.

But all this was happening when the Muslim empire was rapidly receding and the British were enhancing their
presénce, in India. This also facilitated the process which saw the Hindus reasserting themselves socially and
politically.after remaining subdued for hundreds of years.

With noypowetful and overwhelming Muslim monarch or elite now shielding the interests of the Muslims in the
region, the ‘€merging community of local Muslims became fearful of the fact that its newly-found enhanced
status might be swept aside by the expansion of British rule and Hindu reassertion.

Though many local Muslims had managed to make their way up the social ladder, the ladder now led to a place
which did not have a powerful Muslim ruler. Thus, the new community was politically weak. It felt vulnerable
and many of its members beggan/daccusing the later-day Mughals of squandering an empire due to their
decadence.

Sufism in the region had, in fact, largely opposed religious orthodoxy and was comfortable with the rituals and
beliefs which had grown around it, especially among the local Muslims.

Syed Ahmad theorised that the Muslim condition was,in decline because the beliefs of the common Muslims of
India repulsed the idea of gaining political power thtough, force. He suggested that this could only be achieved
through the practice of the Islamic concept of holy war which was missing in the make-up of Islam in the
subcontinent.

Syed Ahmad gathered a following from among common Muslims.and set up a movement in the present-day
Pakistan province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The area at the time was under, the rule of the Sikhs who had risen
to power at the end of the Aurangzeb regime.

Barelvi had gathered over 1,000 followers and most of them belonged to various Rakhtun tribes. He implored
them to shun their tribal customs and strive to fight a holy war against the "infidels!" (Sikhs and British) in the
area and help him set up a state run on Sharia laws.

The idea of purifying Islam and Muslims in India (through vigorous preaching and holy, was).formulated by
men like Shariatullah and Syed Ahmad were expressions of the fears haunting the local Muslims.

These fears were also triggered by the mushrooming of aggressive Hindu reformist movements and alSoby the
arrival of Christian missionaries from Britain.

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan is best known for the Aligarh Movement — a systemic movement aimed at reforming
the social, political and educational aspects of the Muslim community. He founded the Scientific Society in
1863 to translate major works in the sciences and modern arts into Urdu. He released two journals to this end
— The Aligarh Institute Gazette, which was an organ of the Scientific Society, and the Tehzibul Akhlaq, known

as the Mohammedan Social Reformer in English.
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Khan’s most notable contribution to the field of education is establishing the Madarsatul Uloom in Aligarh in
1875, now known as the Aligarh Muslim University, a premier educational institution of the country. He
attempted to model the college on universities such as Oxford and Cambridge. His work on Muslim education
was not limited to this alone — he wanted to create a network of educational institutions managed by Muslims
and founded the All India Muslim Educational Conference.
In 1886y he set up the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental Education Congress, later renamed the Mohammedan
Anglo-Oriental Educational Conference, to bring together education and culture. He emphasised the need for an
autonomous Muslim institution free of any government funding.
On this issue he.said, “As long as we depend on Government for wants which are essentially of a domestic
nature as educationsnecessarily is, we really expect to get what is simply impossible to obtain. The best
educational institutions in) Europe are either entirely or next to entirely free from any control of the
government.”
An avid historian, he was the' first pérson to publish an archaeological study in an Indian language. As a result,
he was also named as an honorary/member of the Royal Asiatic Society. He also collected sculptures and rare
artefacts, including those of Hindu deities.
Q.2 Do you agree that Muslim nation was ‘exploited in politico economic and social spheres by the
British Crown in the aftermaths of war of independence 1857.
The aftermath of the war of independence, The IndiansSuffered a disappointing and discouraging defeat while a
glorious victory for the White men prolonged their rul€. For the subjugated Indians repercussions were rather
more severe. The Mughal rule came to an end with the dethroning ef the last Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah
Zafar. He was arrested during the course of the war and sent to Rangoon, Burma where he was sentenced to life
imprisonment. His family members including twenty-four princes were nastily executed by the soldiers of the
East India Company. The second upshot was windup of the control and\command of the East Indian Company
in India. The British Charter of 1852 stated that the government of India was.entfusted to the Company by the
English crown. And since the war had left the impression that the Company was'no lénger capable of keeping it
safe, the government of India was personally taken over by the Queen of England who would appoint a Viceroy
in India to represent the crown. The Board of Directors and the Board of Control of, the.Company were
dissolved and instead a council of fifteen members was appointed with Secretary of State fordndia=as its head.
The crown believed that primarily the Muslims had initiated the revolt against the British rule. For'thatteason
they put all the blame on the Indian Muslims and took most of the revenge from them. Most of the Muslims in
the government services were dismissed. Except the betrayers all the Muslims were ruthlessly looted and killed.
The aim was to divest the Muslim community of their political rights. The Muslims in repulsion also utterly
disgusted the British and rejected not only the White people but also all the new things that were introduced by
them. In the long run that proved to be a devastating trend that made the Muslims absolutely depressing,

desolate and dismal community mainly because they kept themselves quite aloof from the modern education


https://www.thehindu.com/society/man-of-reason-and-compassion/article19869862.ece
https://www.amu.ac.in/pdf/sseresources/35.%20Sir%20Syed%20and%20Aligarh%20Movement-%20A%20Bicentinary%20Bibliography%20(vol.%201%20-%20Books)%20Compiled%20&%20Edited%20by%20Dr.%20Shayesta%20Khan.pdf
https://www.amu.ac.in/pdf/sseresources/35.%20Sir%20Syed%20and%20Aligarh%20Movement-%20A%20Bicentinary%20Bibliography%20(vol.%201%20-%20Books)%20Compiled%20&%20Edited%20by%20Dr.%20Shayesta%20Khan.pdf

Course: Genesis of Pakistan Movement (538)
Semester: Spring, 2022

and thus remained awkwardly uneducated and unfortunately backward. The Hindus on the other hand joined
hands with the new government and became well-educated and prosperous. This also caused a permanent rift in
the Hindu-Muslim unity since the Muslims thought that although Hindus fought with them but it was only the
Muslims who were paying the price. Eventually the second half of the nineteenth century India witnessed the
rise of nationalism giving rise to two-nation theory that ultimately resulted in the partition of India and creation
of Pakistan. The immediate result of the mutiny was a general housecleaning of the Indian administration.
The:East India Company was abolished in favour of the direct rule of India by the British government. In
concrete, tefms, this did not mean much, but it introduced a more personal note into the government and
removed the unimaginative commercialism that had lingered in the Court of Directors. The financial crisis
caused by the mutiny led to a reorganization of the Indian administration’s finances on a modern basis. The
Indian army was alsé extensively reorganized. Another significant result of the mutiny was the beginning of the
policy of consultation with*lndians. The Legislative Council of 1853 had contained only Europeans and had
arrogantly behaved as if it were a full-fledged parliament. It was widely felt that a lack of communication with
Indian opinion had helped to precipitate the crisis. Accordingly, the new council of 1861 was given an Indian-
nominated element. The educational and public works programs (roads, railways, telegraphs, and irrigation)
continued with little interruption; in fact, someswere stimulated by the thought of their value for the transport of
troops in a crisis. But insensitive British-imposed so€ial measures that affected Hindu society came to an abrupt
end. Finally, there was the effect of the mutiny on'th€ people of India themselves. Traditional society had made
its protest against the incoming alien influences, and it had failed. The princes and other natural leaders had
either held aloof from the mutiny or had proved, for the most part; incompetent. From this time all serious hope
of a revival of the past or an exclusion of the West diminished. The.fraditional structure of Indian society began
to break down and was eventually superseded by a Westernized class’system, from which emerged a strong
middle class with a heightened sense of Indian nationalism.

Q.3 Write a detail note on Khilafat Movement. Give a critical appraisal of'the partition of Bengal of

1905 focusing on Hindu-Muslim relations.

Khilafat movement, pan-Islamic force in India that arose in 1919 in an effort to salvage the Ottoman caliph as
a symbol of unity among the Muslim community in India during the British raj.” The movement was
initially bolstered by Gandhi’s noncooperation movement but fell apart after the abolition of.theealiphate in
1924.

Fears of Muslim disunity were aroused by the decline of the Ottoman Empire—the preeminent Islamic power
whose sultan, as caliph, was seen by pan-Islamists as the leader of the worldwide Muslim community. The
caliphate was endangered first by Italian attacks (1911) and the Balkan Wars (1912-13) and later by the
empire’s defeat in World War I (1914—18). Fears of the loss of the caliphate were intensified by the Treaty of
Sevres (August 1920), which dismembered the empire, not only detaching all non-Turkish regions from the

empire but also giving parts of the Turkish homeland to Greece and other non-Muslim powers.
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A campaign in defense of the caliphate was launched, led in India by the brothers Shaukat and Muhammad ‘Al
and by Abul Kalam Azad. The leaders joined forces with Mahatma Gandhi’s noncooperation movement for
Indian freedom, promising nonviolence in return for his support of the Khilafat movement. In 1920 the latter
movement was marred by the hijrat (Urdu: “exodus”; recalling Muhammad’s Hijrah from Mecca) from India
to Afghanistan of about 18,000 Muslim peasants, who felt that India was an apostate land. It was also tarnished
by the Muslim Malabar rebellion in south India in 1921, the excesses of which deeply stirred Hindu India.
Gandhi’s_suspension of his movement and his arrest in March 1922 weakened the Khilafat movement still
further. It was' further undermined when Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk drove the Greeks from western Asia Minor in
1922 and deposed the Turkish sultan Mehmed VIin the same year. The movement finally collapsed when
Atatlirk abolished the'caliphate altogether in 1924. Mohammad Ali and his brother Maulana Shaukat Ali joined
with other Muslim leaders such as Pir Ghulam Mujaddid Sarhandi, Sheikh Shaukat Ali Siddiqui, Dr. Mukhtar
Ahmed Ansari, Raees-Ul-Muhajireen Barrister Jan Muhammad Junejo, Hasrat Mohani, Syed Ata Ullah Shah
Bukhari, Mohammad Farooq' Chishti, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Dr. Hakim Ajmal Khan to form the All
India Khilafat Committee. The organisation was based in Lucknow, India at Hathe Shaukat Ali, the compound
of Landlord Shaukat Ali Siddiqui. They aimied to build political unity amongst Muslims and use their influence
to protect the caliphate. In 1920, they published the Khilafat Manifesto, which called upon the British to protect
the caliphate and for Indian Muslims to unite and hold the British accountable for this purpose.!'!! The Khilafat
Committee in Bengal included Mohmmad Akram™~Khan, Manruzzaman Islamabadi, Mujibur Rahman
Khan and Chittaranjan Das.!"?

In 1920 an alliance was made between Khilafat leaders and the Indian National Congress, the largest political
party in India and of the nationalist movement.!"®! Congress leader.Mohandas Gandhi and the Khilafat leaders
promised to work and fight together for the causes of Khilafat and Swaraj., Seeking to increase pressure on the
colonial government, the Khilafatists became a major part of the non-coeperation movement — a nationwide
campaign of mass, peaceful civil disobedience. Some also engaged in a protest emigration from North-West
Frontier Province to Afghanistan under Amanullah Khan.!"¥ Khilafat leaders such‘as/Dr. Ansari, Maulana Azad
and Hakim Ajmal Khan also grew personally close to Gandhi. These leaders founded the Jamia Millia
Islamia in 1920 to promote independent education and social rejuvenation for Muslims.!™

The non-cooperation campaign was at first successful. The programme started with boyeott of\legislative
councils, government schools, colleges and foreign goods. Government functions and surrender=6f titles and
distinctions.[@ton reededl Nagsive protests, strikes and acts of civil disobedience spread across India. Hifidus and
Muslims joined forces in the campaign, which was initially peaceful. Gandhi, the Ali brothers and others were
swiftly arrested by the colonial government. Under the flag of Tehrik-e-Khilafat, a Punjab Khilafat deputation
comprising Moulana Manzoor Ahmed and Moulana Lutfullah Khan Dankauri took a leading role throughout
India, with a particular concentration in the Punjab (Sirsa, Lahore, Haryana etc.). People from villages such

as Aujla Khurd were the main contributors to the cause
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The partition of Bengal was the most important event during the rule of Lord Curzon. It was carried out mainly
for the convenience of administration. Bengal in those days was the biggest province of India extending over 1,
89, 000 square miles with a population of 80 million. It was comprising of Bengal, Behar and Orissa and was
under the central of one lieutenant Governor. After Lord Curzon took charge as Governor General of India the
discussion over the Partition began due to the following issues:

1. Vastness of Province: The Province was spread over the area of 1, 89, 000 square miles with the
population.of 80 million, which was too vast to be managed by one lieutenant Governor. He could not make a

tour for'theswhole province due to its vastness once in his tenure.

2. Limited Sources’of Communication: The sources of communication in the provinces were limited due
to rivers and forests.“The law and order condition of the provinces was also worst due to insufficient police and
in-efficient management. Therefore the need of partition of province was felt severally.

3. Difference of Language: There was also the difference of Languages and civilization of the natives of
West Bengal and East Bengal. The/natives of West Bengal considered themselves superior in civilization to the
resident of East Bengal. The Condition/demanded for the division of Provinces.

4. Need of the time: The division of Bengal was the need of the time to develop trade in East Bengal and
to promote the Port of Chittagong, which could’be done only by division of the Provinces.

S. Partition: The Partition of Bengal was thus ealeulated to restore efficiency in the Government and
administration on one hand and encouraged local initiatives for progress and development on the other. Lord
Curzon partitioned Bengal and formed two new provinces of manageable size — East and West Bengal. East
Bengal consisted of Dacca, Mamansingh, Assam, Kaula, Rangpur,and Bogra district, the Dacca was capital of
East Bengal constituted a majority MuslimProvince, while the Bihar and Qrissa constituted a separate province
to be called as West Bengal with the capital of Calcutta and become the HindusMajority provinces.

East Bengal contained a population of eighteen million Muslims and twelve million Hindus. Whereas West
Bengal had a population fifty four million of which 42 million where Hindus and thtis was the Hindu majority
province.

Muslims’ Response

It received a favorable response from the Muslims. It was thought that it would bring the.emaneipation of
Muslims socially and economically. The Muslims welcomed the Partition of Bengal for the following r€asons:
1. In the majority province of East Bengal the Muslims would be free from Hindu dominance in economic
field. They would get opportunities of services and advancement of agriculture.

2. The city of Dacca, where the Muslims were in majority was the centre of Muslim culture. In Dacca
Muslims had a great chance of success for social and cultural advancement than in Calcutta.

3. The Partition could result in political uplift and securing represent action in the Government.
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4. The partition of Bengal relieved the Muslims from competing with Hindus, who were more advanced in
every field of life.
Hindus Response
The Hindus did not accept it, as it dealt a telling blow to their monopolies and exclusive hold on economic,
social, Political life of the whole of Bengal. They called it as a deliberate attempt by British Government
1. The Partition of Bengal had brightened the possibility of betterment of Muslims; while the Hindu
landlozds,.capitalists and traders wanted status quo and to continue the exploitation of the Muslims.
2. Hindu/lawyers also reacted to the partition of Bengal because they thought that the new province would
have its separate eourts and thus their practice would be affected.
3. Hindu press was'not different from that of Hindu advocates. Hindus had their monopoly over almost
whole of the province press: They were afraid that new newspapers would be established which would decrease
their income naturally.
4. The Hindus launched Swadeshi Movement whose sole purpose was to boycott of British goods.
Q.4 How did the establishment“of Muslim League contribute towards the emergence of Muslim
Nationalism in India?

On December 30 1906, the annual meeting of Muhammadan Educational Conference was held at Dhaka under
the chairmanship of Nawab Viqar-ul-Mulk. Almost 3,000 delegates attended the session making it the largest-
ever representative gathering of Muslim India. Fet theyfirst time the conference lifted its ban on political
discussion, when Nawab Salim Ullah Khan presented a“proposal for establish a political party to safeguard the
interests of the Muslims; the All India Muslim League. Threé¢ factors had kept Muslims away from the
Congress, Sir Syed’s advice to the Muslims to give it a wide berth,\Hindu agitation against the partition of
Bengal and the Hindu religious revivalism’s hostility towards the Muslims., The Muslims remained loyal to Sir
Syed’s advice but events were quickly changing the Indian scene and peliticsswere being thrust on all sections
of the population.
But the main motivating factor was that the Muslims’ intellectual class wanted s#epresentation; the masses
needed a platform on which to unite. It was the dissemination of western thought by JohnLocke, Milton and
Thomas Paine, etc. at the M. A. O. College that initiated the emergence of Muslim nationalism.
The headquarters of the All India Muslim League was established in Lucknow, and Sir Aga‘Khan"was elected
as its first president. Also elected were six vice-presidents, a secretary and two joint secretaries™for 4 term of
three years. The initial membership was 400, with members hailing proportionately from all provinces.<Maulana
Muhammad Ali Jouhar wrote the constitution of the League, known as the “Green Book”. Branches were also
setup in other provinces. Syed Ameer Ali established a branch of the League in London in 1908, supporting the
same objectives. Following were the objectives of the Muslim League:

e To inculcate among Muslims a feeling of loyalty to the government and to disabuse their minds of

misunderstandings and misconceptions of its actions and intentions.
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e To protect and advance the political rights and interests of the Muslims of India and to represent their
needs and aspirations to the government from time to time.
e To prevent the growth of ill will between Muslims and other nationalities without compromising to
it’s own purposes.
Many Hindu historians and several British writers have alleged that the Muslim League was founded at official
instigation. They argue that it was Lord Minto who inspired the establishment of a Muslim organization so as to
dividesthe-Congress and to minimize the strength of the Indian Freedom Movement. But these statements are
not suppested by evidence. Contrary to this, the widely accepted view is that the Muslim League was basically
established to protect and advance the Muslim interests and to combat the growing influence of the Indian
National Congress.
Jinnah and the Muslim/League led the struggle for the partition of British India into separate Hindu and Muslim
states, and after the formation,of Pakistan in 1947 the league became Pakistan’s dominant political party. In that
year it was renamed the All Pakistan Muslim League. But the league functioned less effectively as a modern
political party in Pakistan than it had,as a mass-based pressure group in British India, and hence it gradually
declined in popularity and cohesion. Ifi the elections of 1954 the Muslim League lost power in East Pakistan
(now Bangladesh), and the party lost power indfWest Pakistan (now Pakistan) soon afterward. By the late 1960s
the party had split into various factions, and by'thes1970s it had disappeared altogether.
Q.5 Briefly analyze the origin and development of Hindu revivalist movements against the Muslim
nation in Sub-Continent.

The Muslim quarter of India’s population became increasingly” wary of the Congress Party’s promises and
restive in the wake of the collapse of the Khilafat movement, whieh occurred after Kemal Atatiirk announced
his modernist Turkish reforms in 1923 and disavowed the very title 6f ¢aliph the following year. Hindu-Muslim
riots along the southwestern Malabar Coast claimed hundreds of livestn' 1924, and similar religious rioting
spread to every major city in northern India, wherever rumours of Muslim “Cow slaughter,” the polluting
appearance of a dead pig’s carcass in a mosque, or other clashing doctrinal fears ignited the tinder of distrust
ever lurking in the poorer sections of India’s towns and villages. At each stage of reform,jas the prospects of
real devolution of political power by the British seemed more imminent, separate-electorate, formulas and
leaders of various parties stirred hopes, which proved almost as dangerous in triggering violence”as, did fears.
The older, more conservative leadership of the pre-World War I Congress Party found Gandhian satyagraha too
radical—moreover, far too revolutionary—to support, and liberals like Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru (1875-1949)
organized their own party (eventually to become the National Liberal Federation), while others, like Jinnah,
dropped out of political life entirely. Jinnah, alienated by Gandhi and his illiterate mass of devoutly
Hindu disciples, instead devoted himself to his lucrative Bombay law practice, but his energy and ambition
lured him back to the leadership of the Muslim League, which he revitalized in the 1930s. Jinnah, who was also

instrumental in urging Viceroy Lord Irwin (later, 1st Earl Halifax; governed 1926-31) and Prime Minister
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MacDonald to convene the Round Table Conference in London, was urged by many Muslim compatriots—
including Liaquat Ali Khan, Pakistan’s first prime minister (1947-51)—to become the permanent president of
the Muslim League. By 1930 a number of Indian Muslims had begun to think in terms of separate statehood for
their minority community, whose population dominated the northwestern provinces of British India and the
eastern half of Bengal, as well as important pockets of the United Provinces and the great princely state
of Kashmir. (The princely state of Hyderabad in the south was ruled by a Muslim dynasty but was mostly
Hindus) One of Punjab’s greatest Urdu poets, Sir Muhammad Igbal (1877—-1938), while presiding over the
Muslim'Leagtie’s annual meeting in Allahabad in 1930, proposed that “the final destiny” of India’s Muslims
should be to gomsolidate a “North-West Indian Muslim state.” Although he did not name it Pakistan, his
proposal includéed what became the major provinces of modern Pakistan—Punjab, Sindh, the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (until 2010 North-West Frontier Province), and Balochistan. Jinnah, the Aga Khan, and other
important Muslim leaders™were at the time in London attending the Round Table Conference, which
still envisaged a single fedératioh of all Indian provinces and princely states as the best
possible constitutional solution for/India in the aftermath of a future British withdrawal. Separate electorate
seats, as well as special guarantees of Muslim “autonomy” or “veto powers” in dealing with sensitive religious
issues, were hoped to be sufficient to avert civil war or any need for actual partition. As long as the British
raj remained in control, such formulas and schemes appeared to suffice, for the British army could always be
hurled into the communal fray at the brink of extreme danger, and the army had as yet remained apolitical and
—since its post-mutiny reorganization—untainted by cemmiinal religious passions.

The most obvious result of the religious impact of Islam on Hinduism is, of course, the existence of a large
Muslim population in India. The view that Islam propagated itself,in India through the sword cannot be
maintained; aside from other evidence, the very distribution of the Muslim,population does not support it. If the
spread of Islam had been due to the might of the Muslim kings, one ‘would-expect the largest proportion of
Muslims in those areas which were the centers of Muslim political power. “This,thewever, is not the case. The
percentage of Muslims is low around Delhi, Lucknow, Ahmadabad, Ahmadnagarysand Bijapur, the principal
seats of Muslim political power. Even in the case of Mysore, where Sultan Tipu,_ is said to have forced
conversion to Islam, the ineffectiveness of royal proselytism may be measured by the fact that Muslims are
scarcely 5 percent of the total population of the state. On the other hand, Islam was never a‘peliti¢al power in
Malabar, yet today Muslims form nearly 30 percent of its total population. In the two areas™n which the
concentration of Muslims is heaviest—modern East and West Pakistan—there is fairly clear evidéncesthat
conversion was the work of Sufis, mystics who migrated to India throughout the period of the sultanate. In the
western area the process was facilitated in the thirteenth century by the thousands of Muslim theologians, saints,
and missionaries who fled to India to escape the Mongol terror. The names and careers of some of these are

well known. Thus Pir Shams Tabriz came to Multan; Khwaja Qutb-ud-din Bakhtiyar went to Delhi; and Syed
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Jalal settled in Uch, the great fortress south of Multan. The influence of such men, and of many others, can be
traced through the families of their spiritual descendants.

In 1933 a group of Muslim students at Cambridge, led by Choudhary Rahmat Ali, proposed that the only
acceptable solution to Muslim India’s internal conflicts and problems would be the birth of a Muslim
“fatherland,” to be called Pakistan (Persian: “Land of the Pure”), out of the Muslim-majority northwestern and
northeastern provinces. The Muslim League and its president, Jinnah, did not join in the Pakistan demand until
after,the. league’s famous Lahore meeting in March 1940, as Jinnah, a secular constitutionalist
by predilection and training, continued to hope for a reconciliation with the Congress Party. Such hopes
virtually disappeared, however, when Nehru refused to permit the league to form coalition ministries with the
Congress majority in‘the United Provinces and elsewhere after the 1937 elections. The Congress had initially
entered the elections‘with the hope of wrecking the act of 1935, but—after it had won so impressive a victory in
most provinces and the league had done so poorly, mostly because it had inadequately organized itself for
nationwide elections—Nehru' agreed to participate in the government and insisted there were but “two parties”
in India, the Congress and the British'taj.

Jinnah soon proved to Nehru that the Muslims were indeed a formidable “third” party. The years from 1937 to
1939, when the Congress Party actually ran miost of British India’s provincial governments, became the seed
period for the Muslim League’s growth in popularity"and power within the entire Muslim community, for many
Muslims soon viewed the new “Hindu raj” as biased and-tyrannical and the Hindu-led Congress ministries and
their helpers as insensitive to Muslim demands or appeals for jobs, as well as to their redress of grievances. The
Congress’s partiality toward its own members, prejudice toward/its, majority community, and jobbery for its
leadership’s friends and relations all conspired to convince many_ Muslims that they had become second-class
citizens in a land that, while perhaps on the verge of achieving “fréeedom, for some Indians, would be run by
“infidels” and “enemies” to the Muslim minority. The league made“the mest of the Congress’s errors of
judgment in governance; by documenting as many reports as it could gather'in papers published during 1939, it
hoped to prove how wretched a Muslim’s life would be under any “Hindu raj.” Fhe/Congress’s high command
insisted, of course, that it was a “secular and national” party, not a sectarian Hindu organization, but Jinnah and
the Muslim League responded that they alone could speak for and defend the rights of India’s-Muslims. Thus,
the lines of battle were drawn by the eve of World War II, which served only to intensify and aceelerate the
process of communal conflict and irreversible political division that would split British India.

The first meeting of the league after the outbreak of the war was held in Punjab’s ancient capital of Eahore in
March 1940. The famous Lahore Resolution, later known as the Pakistan Resolution, was passed by the largest
gathering of league delegates just one day after Jinnah informed his followers that “the problem of India is not
of an inter-communal but manifestly of an international character.” The league resolved, therefore, that any
future constitutional plan proposed by the British for India would not be “acceptable to the Muslims” unless it

was so designed that the Muslim-majority “areas” of India’s “North-Western and Eastern Zones” were
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“grouped to constitute ‘independent States’ in which the constituent units shall be autonomous and sovereign.”
Pakistan was not mentioned until the next day’s newspapers introduced that word in their headlines, and Jinnah
explained that the resolution envisioned the establishment of not two separately administered Muslim countries
but rather a single Muslim nation-state—namely, Pakistan.

Gandhi launched his first “individual satyagraha” campaign against the war in October 1940. Vinoba Bhave,
Gandhi’s foremost disciple, publicly proclaimed his intent to resist the war effort and was subsequently
sentene€d.to three months in jail. Jawaharlal Nehru, who was the next to openly disobey British law, was

sentenced to four years behind bars. By June 1941 more than 20,000 Congress satyagrahis were in prisons.
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